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This Regional Analysis of the Syria 
conflict (RAS) is an update of the April 
RAS and seeks to bring together 
information from all sources in the region 
and provide holistic analysis of the overall 
Syria crisis.  While Part I focuses on the 
situation within Syria, Part II covers the 
impact of the crisis on the neighbouring 
countries.  More information on how to 
use this document can be found on page 
2. The Syria Needs Analysis Project 
welcomes all information that could 
complement this report.  For more 
information, comments or questions 

please email SNAP@ACAPS.org.  

Overview of conflict areas – May 2013 REGIONAL ANALYSIS SYRIA  
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Overview 
Nationwide the humanitarian situation has worsened, with basic needs becoming 
more inaccessible to growing numbers of people.  Over 10.5 million people are at 
elevated risk and in need of assistance in the north alone, while countrywide 
more than 5 million people have been displaced.  The current rise in 
temperatures is expected to augment existing WASH and health concerns.  

Violence increased in May, with at least 50 civilians killed in a single attack in 
Banios, Tartous.  Fears of escalating sectarian violence in the area sent waves of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) to seek shelter elsewhere. This month has 
also seen more impediments to crossing the borders into Jordan, Iraq and 
Turkey, with alleged closure of borders in the three countries.  

Fierce fighting broke out in Qusair, Homs governorate, this month for control of 
the strategically important town.  The public announcement of the involvement of 
Lebanese Hezbollah fighters in Syria has raised concerns that Lebanon will be 
further drawn into the conflict.  

In early May, Israel carried out air strikes targeting what they claimed to be 
warehouses storing armaments and a shipment of missiles along the Damascus-
Beirut road allegedly bound for Hezbollah.  Israel’s intervention, combined with 
exchange of fire between Israel and Syrian Army forces in the Golan Heights, 
has heightened fears that the conflict will spread within the region.  Furthermore, 

repeated kidnappings of UN staff in the Golan have led to talks of UN troops 
being pulled from the region; another destabilising factor.    

International efforts to end the conflict are focused on plans for a new peace 
conference initiated by the US and Russia.  Meanwhile the EU lifted its embargo 
on sending arms to anti-Government groups. While some EU countries argue 
that arming ‘moderate factions’ will complement the peace process, others were 
of the opinion that sending more weapons into the conflict will prove detrimental 
to a resolution.  The opposition is increasingly fragmented:  in Aleppo alone there 
are estimated to be more than 600 official and unofficial anti-Government groups 
operational in the area.  Over the last few months, fighting between opposition 
groups has increased.  

Only limited information is available on the southern and central areas of the 
country.  The situation in areas such as Dar’a, Damascus, Rural Damascus and 
Homs is largely unknown, although the population residing in these governorates 
has been subjected to high levels of violence and consequent displacement.  

 Red flags indicate new information 

 

http://www.acaps.org/en/disaster-needs-analysis
http://www.acaps.org/en/disaster-needs-analysis
mailto:SNAP@ACAPS.org
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How 
 

 

  HEALTH: The health situation is of major concern throughout the country, with 
around 60% of public hospitals damaged countrywide.  The lack of medicines 
is becoming more apparent, while large numbers of health staff have left the 
country.  A shortage of vaccines was identified as one of the main health 
concerns among the population in northern governorates of the country.  A 
nutrition assessment (MUAC) among a small sample group of children in 
Damascus shows concerning malnutrition rates. Although limited other 
information is available on the NUTRITION situation, the risk factors, such as 
displacement and a deteriorating WASH situation, are present.  

 PROTECTION:  While widespread human rights violations continue, options to 
flee the conflict have diminished with multiple areas under siege and Jordan 
and Iraq having limited access to their borders.  Clashes between different 
opposition groups were reported in May and the EU recently lifted Syrian oil 
sanctions, thereby increasing the likelihood of conflict for control over the oil 
fields in Deir-ez-Zor.   

 Income sources have drastically changed as a result of the conflict.  Some 
individuals, for instance, no longer receive Government salaries.  In Deir-ez-
Zor, communities have started refining crude oil for sale.  The lack of access to 
financial resources is increasingly mentioned as a problem affecting 
households’ access to transport, healthcare and delivery of  water.  The lack of 
income coupled with high prices also severely hampers access to FOOD.  In 
much of the country goods are available on the market although there is a lack 
of diversity.  The lack of wheat flour is a serious problem according to reports 
from Homs, Aleppo, Hama, Idleb and Lattakia.  There is no information 
available on the impact of the current harvest in northern areas, although it is 
assumed that the food security situation will temporary improve in these areas.  

 Although there is little information available on causes of morbidity in May, 
WASH related health concerns, such as communicable diseases, are likely to 
be on the rise.  Temperatures currently surpassing 25 C° during the day in 
most parts of the country, combined with the lack of access to water and the 
piling of garbage is significantly increasing health related risks.  Waste-water 
treatment chemicals are often unavailable and, because of the frequent power 
cuts, fuel shortages and a lack of maintenance of water works, the quality and 
quantity of available water is in decline.  Alternative water sources, such as 
rivers and wells are often contaminated and availability will decrease as water 
becomes scarcer during the summer months.  

 SHELTER: There are unconfirmed reports indicating that over 30% of 
buildings are damaged or destroyed in Syria.  The majority of IDPs are 
estimated to be residing with host families, with many of the remainder living in 
community shelters or vacant buildings.  The lack of financial resources is also 
hampering access to NFIs such as blankets and mattresses. 

 The EDUCATION infrastructure has been heavily impacted, with only 43% of 
schools functional in a large part of 7 northern governorates. 

Priority needs  How to use the RAS? 
This report is divided into three sections: 

 The regional overview summarises the whole report into one page, highlighting the 

key issues and developments of the last month.   

 Part I focuses on the situation in Syria, firstly by outlining the issues on a country 

level and afterwards, in more depth, on a governorate level.   

 Part II deals with the host countries Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey and Iraq, and 

discusses the main humanitarian issues related to the crisis. 

The different parts and components can be read separately, according to information 

needs.  While those working in a host country or a specific governorate might only be 

interested in small parts of the report, individuals working on a regional level can benefit 

from reading all sections.  

The information in blue contains explanatory notes on the structure of this report while the 

information in red boxes outlines SNAP’s analysis.  

How to quote this document? 

SNAP encourages information sharing and all information in this report can be used in 

other publications.  Please note that most information is derived from secondary data and 

the original source should be used when this information is used.  The original source can 

be found at the end of a paragraph and if possible, the hyperlink to this source has been 

made available.  All information which is not sourced is based on SNAP’s own analysis 

and should be quoted as such.  
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Latest developments 

 

Fighting in Qusair 
Intense fighting has taken place in the strategic 

city of Qusair and surrounding areas.  The 

situation for those residing inside the city 

remains unclear. 

 

J-RANS II 
A joint rapid needs assessment was published 

in May covering 104 sub-districts in 7 northern 

governorates.  The assessment found there to 

be 10.5 million people with limited access to 

essential goods and services.  Key informants 

identified access to healthcare and food 

security as the main priorities.   

Border crossing limited 
Access to neighbouring countries has been 

severely impeded in May.  Thousands of IDPs 

are reported to be gathered near the border in 

Dar’a due to restricted access to Jordan.  The 

main unofficial crossing to northern Iraq has 

closed in May. 

 

Crop harvest 
A temporary improvement of the food security 

situation in the northern governorates is 

expected from mid-May due to the harvest of 

wheat, potato and barley, although insecurity 

will limit harvesting. 

Information gaps 
Throughout the conflict there has been limited 

information published on the south and central 

governorates of Syria although large parts of 

these areas have been affected by severe 

conflict (Damascus, Rural Damascus, Dar’a 

and Homs). 

 

May 2013 
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Information gaps and data limitations 

Available in-crisis data May 

 Three assessment reports were published in May: 

o The Joint Rapid Needs Assessment for Syria II (J-RANS II) – 
assessed 104 out of the 150 sub-districts in 7 northern governorates of 
Syria: Hama, Idleb, Aleppo, Lattakia, Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh and Deir-ez-
Zor.  Aleppo city was not included in this assessment.  The field data 
collection took place in March and April 2013 during which qualitative and 
quantitative data was gathered using key informant interviews and direct 
observation.   

o An assessment of 12 IDP camps on the border with Turkey in March 
and April. 

o A damage assessment of key infrastructure in Aleppo. Similar 
assessments are planned in other urban parts of the country. 

 WHO, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health, published revised data on 
the number of public hospitals and health centres damaged. (WHO/MOH 

2013/04/30) 

 WFP conducted several monitoring visits to villages in Homs governorate in 
early May as part of an inter-agency mission.  Apart from these inter-agency 
assessments in Homs, no further information became available on the 
governorates not assessed during the J-RANS II.  

 UNHCR and the Syrian Ministry of Health carried out an assessment of 
medical needs. At time of printing, this assessment had not been made 
public. 

 As conflict continues to intensify, security becomes a greater issue for relief 
actors as does access to affected areas and opportunities for assessment.  
In many sectors and areas of Syria, no new information has become 
available since the publication of the April RAS.  Where the situation has not 
changed, or in cases where no more current information is available, the data 
has not been repeated in this month’s report. 

 
 

Baseline data 

No additional baseline data has become available, so the following baseline 
information for Syria is still needed: 

 The latest 2004 census is relatively out-dated and does not reflect the impact 
of recent significant events such as the influx of an estimated 1 - 1.5 million 
Iraqi refugees and four years of drought leading to displacement.  

 The latest poverty survey is from 2007 and there is a lack of updated 
statistical data on poverty levels per governorate.  

 Although the Central Bureau of Statistics collects market data such as CPI 
and unemployment figures, there is no information on market flows. 

 There is no recent information available on the religious and ethnic 
composition in Syria. (Izady, 2012) 

 The location and number of some Palestinian refugees is unclear. The pre-
crisis number of Palestinians in camps in Syria was around 338,000, while 
the total number of registered refugees stands at 496,000 according to 
UNRWA. It is unclear whether this discrepancy derives from a large number 
of Palestinians residing outside of camps or from Palestinians not 
deregistering when leaving Syria; most probably a combination of both.   

 There is a lack of information on the number and location of migrants and 
unregistered refugees who were residing in Syria before the start of the 
crisis. 

 Locations of critical infrastructure are only partly available (bakeries, places 
of worship, power stations, and health facilities). 

Information gaps: Urgent information needs on a governorate level are: 

 Affected population in all areas not covered by the J-RANS: information 
on priority needs, disaggregated by affected group (IDPs, host-communities). 
Number of IDPs in host families, collective accommodation and unoccupied 
houses.  

 Affected population figures: Sex and age disaggregated data including 
older age groups (60-79 and 80+).  

 Protection: Regularly updated information on which areas are controlled by 
the Government or anti-Government actors or are contested. 

 Cases and locations of SGBV, unaccompanied extremely vulnerable 
individuals (children, older people, disabled), number of cases of 
psychological trauma, and elderly, data on child enrolment in schools. 

 Number of people living in high intensity conflict areas.  

 Location, number and needs of third country nationals and refugees residing 
in Syria.  

 Cases and location of SGBV, number of cases of psychological trauma. 

Information availability 

None / very limited  
As-Sweida, Dar’a, Damascus, Hama, Homs,  Rural 
Damascus, Tartous, Quneitra, 

Some   

Most  
Aleppo, Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa, Deir-ez-Zor, Idleb, 
Lattakia 

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_Detailed_lg.jpg


Page 5 of 41 

 Health: Disease surveillance: Data records at clinic and field hospital level. 
A more comprehensive but flexible disease surveillance system is required, 
specifically since health is reported the first priority by the population. 

 Livelihoods and food security: Number of people with food insecurity in all 
areas not covered by the J-RANS.  

 Nutrition: Status of children under 5 years old and other vulnerable groups 
such as elderly in all areas.  The risk factors exist for nutrition to become a 
concern, specifically for children.  More is needed in terms of a nutrition 
surveillance system. 

 Market information: More comprehensive information required on market 
prices, availability of products per sub-districts.  

 Shelter: Updated and more comprehensive status of destroyed and 
damaged medical facilities and schools. 

 WASH: The status of water networks per governorate (functional, partly 
functional, not functional). 

 Education: Disaggregation of data between primary and secondary schools. 

 Response: Who, What, Where of all relief agencies, in order to increase 
interagency, inter-sector and sub-sector coordination for relief activities; this 
is especially needed for coordination and partnership-forming between health 
providers to increase comprehensiveness of service provision (continuation 
of care, referral of patients for rehabilitation and provision of disability aids). 

 

On-going and planned assessments 
 

 WFP/FAO Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission is on-going. The final 
report is expected in June. 

 OCHA, in consultation with sector lead agencies, is facilitating a coordinated 
assessment approach to encourage inter-agency actions to: 
o harmonise the collection of assessment data, including through 

identification of key emergency indicators; 
o standardise and scale-up inter-sector, cluster/sector and single-agency 

assessments within Syria; and  
o undertake structured periodic monitoring of the situation and needs within 

Syria through Refugee Place of Origin Perception Assessments and 
triangulated through secondary data analysis 

 One ACU assessment and two monitoring systems are planned for June: 
o Survey of Police and Judicial System in Aleppo Governorate 
o Dynamic Monitoring System of IDP camps in Syria  
o Early Warning Alert and Response Network 

 
 
 

Operational constraints 
 

 Key informants in 79% of the sub districts assessed during the J-RANS II 
reported humanitarian access to be problematic, both for humanitarian actors 
and for the affected population trying to access relief.  Based on these 
results, some sub-districts were categorised as completely inaccessible:  
 

 
 
 

 Countrywide, the affected population’s access to humanitarian assistance is 
severely restricted, mainly due to blockades, curfews, active hostilities and 
conflict-related damage to infrastructure.  Both Government and anti-
Government groups have cut off movement to and from certain areas, 
thereby hampering supply chains and disabling population movement. 
Access to healthcare is particularly limited. (Daily Star 2013/05/01, INGO 2013/01/01) 

Government impediments to entry:  

 Bureaucratic obstacles have increased and significantly affected 
humanitarian space for those working under the auspices of the Government, 
hampering the delivery of aid to those in need.  UN aid convoys still face 
lengthy clearance procedures. (AlertNet 2013/05/07, Daily Star 2013/05/08) 

 Only 12 NGOs are formally allowed to operate in the country, of which 3 have 
not been able to start projects as of yet.  Moreover, the list of 110 local NGOs 
authorised by the Syrian Government to support the work of international aid 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-01/215656-facing-daily-peril-aid-workers-deliver-vital-food-in-syria.ashx#axzz2S72himhj
http://www.trust.org/item/20130507155039-2nhv6?utm_source=MailingList&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AlertNet+Expresso+May+8
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-08/216254-aid-convoys-roll-slowly-despite-urgency-un.ashx#axzz2SUuAbk9E
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agencies have been cut down to 60 by the Ministry of Social Affairs (MoLA). 
(EU 2013/05/11, OCHA 2013/02/18) 

Lack of funding 

 Funding is said to have not kept pace with the growing needs, with only 66% 
of the Syria Humanitarian Response Plan financed by the end of May.  In 
April, 5 UN agencies warned that their resources were running low adding 
that without additional funds they will be forced to scale back relief efforts. (UN 

2013/05/27, UN New Center 2013/05/21, UN 2013/04/15) 

 Organisations operating in northern Syria from Turkey have difficulties 
securing funding, as registration with the Turkish Government is a funding 
requirement for most donors.  Only a few organisations have managed to 
complete registration, as the process is complex and lengthy. (PI 2013/05) 

Active hostilities and violence against personnel, facilities and assets 

 More than 9 UN staff members (including 6 UNRWA staff) and 20 Syrian 
Arab Red Crescent volunteers have lost their lives during the crisis.  12 UN 
employees remain in detention.  In addition, aid vehicles, ambulances and 
convoys have frequently been attacked or stolen.  UNRWA vehicles and 
facilities continue to sustain damage. (OCHA 2013/05/22, EU 2013/05/11, UNRWA 

2013/05/10 

 The J-RANS II found that governorates closest to the Turkish border, 
especially Aleppo and Idleb, receive more assistance and have the highest 
number of relief organisations, many of which are local than those further 
from the border. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 The further intensification of violence throughout the country impedes access 
to many areas.  Access to the governorates of Aleppo, Idleb, Deir-ez-Zor, 
Hama, Homs, Ar-Raqqa and Al-Hasakeh continues to be particularly 
challenging for international actors.  Access is also extremely problematic in 
southern Syria and no assistance from Damascus was able to reach Dar’a in 
May.  In addition, WFP was unable to dispatch food for distribution to 
partners in Ar-Raqqa and As-Sweida during May. (WFP 2013/05/17, EU 

2013/05/11, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Conflict along the Homs-Damascus highway hampers transport of relief 
goods from Tartous port to UN warehouses in Damascus. (WFP 2013/05/06) 

 UN cross-line deliveries during several missions in northern Syria reached 
areas in Aleppo, Homs, Ar-Raqqa, Hama, Deir-ez-Zor and Idleb although 
access is irregular and large gaps remain.  

Restriction of movement 

 The most severe constraints in access as identified by key informants during 
the J-RANS II are restriction of movement and interference in humanitarian 
activities by powerful groups and individuals.  Almost 70% of sub-districts 

report that there is a problem for relief actors to move freely with 
impediments such as checkpoints and insecure roads. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 During the J-RANS II, 6 sub-districts were assessed remotely as access was 
denied to enumerators (Al Hafa in Lattakia, Ariha, Dana and Kafr Nobol in 
Idleb, Jurneyyeh in Ar-Raqqa and Hadher in Aleppo). (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Palestinian refugee camps: 

 Access to several camps, including Sbeineh, Yarmouk and Husseiniyeh in 
rural Damascus, remains blocked due to elevated levels of conflict. (UNRWA 

2013/05/19) 

Diversion of aid 

 Diversion of aid, by both the Syrian Armed Forces and anti-Government 
elements, reportedly occurs frequently. (INGO 2013/01/25) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational constraints currently affecting humanitarian operations 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/syria_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20Issue%2019.pdf
http://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=16303
http://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=16303
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44960&Cr=syria&Cr1=#.UZ94N7VHLzk
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-senior-officials-issue-urgent-call-end-bloodshed-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-25-7-%E2%80%93-20-may-2013
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/syria_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2046%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2046%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20%20Regional%20Update%2017%20May%202013.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/syria_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/syria_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20%26%20Regional%20Update%2C%203%20May%202013%20-Updated.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2047%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2047%29-UNRWA.pdf
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Logistics and lack of fuel 

 Syria's Internet and telephone lines were down several days during May, with 
state media blaming the blackout on a technical fault but activists and a 
watchdog accusing the regime of deliberating cutting the connection to shield 
military operations. (UNRWA 2013/05/19, Al Jazeera 2013/05/15, AFP 2013/05/15) 

 Lebanon and Syria reached an agreement to facilitate the entrance of 
Lebanese trucks into Syria and to provide secure passage for Syrian trucks 
through Lebanese territories after an incident earlier where fuel trucks 
heading to Damascus were set on fire. (WFP 2013/05/17) 

Mines and IED 

 Although Syria is contaminated by mines and explosive remnants of war, 
their presence has not been reported as a major operational constraint. (J-

RANS II 2013/05/22, LCMM 2012/11/15) 

 

Current internet accessibility in Syria (by district) 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2047%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/05/201351512384463740.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/internet-telecoms-cut-across-syria-sana
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20%20Regional%20Update%2017%20May%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
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Humanitarian profile (see annex A for definitions) 
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Country sectoral analysis 

More detail on the specific needs of each governorate can be found on the governorate pages 
that follow the summary of country-wide sectoral issues. 

Number of people displaced/affected 

Number of people displaced:   5.1 million (combined figure) 

 
There are several sources available on the number of displaced per governorate, 
of which those provided by OCHA and J-RANS II are the most recent:  

 
 According to OCHA, the two main governorates hosting IDPs are Aleppo 

(1,250,000) and rural Damascus (705,000); the two governorates with the 
most intensive clashes between the regime and the FSA. (OCHA 2013/05/06) 

 The large majority of IDPs identified during the J-RANS II were residing in the 
provincial capitals.  Many of the IDPs remain within the governorate from 
which they originated: for example 97% of the IDPs in Aleppo were displaced 
from other parts of Aleppo. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, MoLA 2013/03)   

 

Number of people in affected: >6.8 million (OCHA) 

 There are currently two main sources for the number of people in affected 
areas: 

o OCHA reports in April that 6.8 million people are in need, a 1.3 

million increase from March estimates (5.5 million). (OCHA 2013/05/06) 

o Joint Rapid Assessment of Northern Syria (J-RANS II): an 
assessment in April in 7 northern governorates found that 10.5 
million people live in areas where access to essential goods and 
services is considerably compromised, leaving them at elevated risk 
of harm and in need of assistance. J-RANS II covered 80% of the 
pre-conflict population in these governorates but excluded Aleppo 
city. 

 The situation on ground is highly dynamic and approaching the most precise 
figure is very difficult. However, these estimates indicate the "at least" 
number of people in need in Syria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governorate J-RANS II (April) OCHA (April) Combined Figures 

Damascus  250,000 250,000 

Aleppo 1,062,450* 1,250,000 1,250,000 
Rural Damascus  705,200 705,200 
Homs  355,800 355,800 
Hama 227,800 284,300 284,300 
Lattakia 75,800 70,000 75,800 
Idleb 880,050 300,600 880,050 
Al-Hasakeh 221,900 207,400 221,900 
Deir-ez-Zor 385,400 283,200 385,400 
Tartous  90,000 90,000 
Ar-Raqqa 373,700 230,000 373,700 
Dar'a  180,000 180,000 
As-Sweida  18,000 18,000 
Quneitra  30,000 30,000 

Total 3,277,100 4,254,500 
 

5,100,150 

Data limitations 

 

104 of all 150 sub-
districts in the 7 

northern 
governorates were 

covered 
* figures for Aleppo 
city are from March 

 

Combined figures are 
the higher of  J-RANS II 

and OCHA for each 
governorate 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20People%20in%20Need%20and%20IDPs%20by%20Governorate.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20People%20in%20Need%20and%20IDPs%20by%20Governorate.pdf
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Internal Displacement 

IDP camps 
Over 60,000 IPDs are sheltering  in 11 camps 

in three governorates bordering Turkey.  The 

situation varies significantly between camps. 

Some camps have health, WASH and 

education facilities on-site while services in 

other camps are limited to non-existent.   

 

IDPs by Governorate* 

Estimated number of IDPs 
OCHA estimate that over 4.25 million people 

were displaced countrywide by April 2013.  

Over 3.2 million IDPs were identified during a 

joint rapid needs assessment of 7 northern 

governorates in March and April 2013.     

 

IDPs residing in camps in northern Governorates 
 (~2% of total number of IDPs) 

 

*Data is sourced from OCHA and JRANS II.  
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Sector priorities  
During the J-RANS II, key informants were requested to list the priority sectors for 
intervention within their sub-districts.  Overall, health and food security were 
perceived as the highest priorities.  No information is available on priorities in 
areas not assessed during the J-RANS II. 

 
Sector Priorities All Areas
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Priority

Health 3.64 3.46 4.25 4.07 3.30 3.43 3.29 3.62 Very High

Food Security 3.48 3.08 3.50 1.36 2.50 3.67 4.14 3.14 Higher

Nutrition 3.61 4.38 1.25 2.00 3.00 1.67 2.57 2.80 Intermediate

WASH 1.58 2.23 2.50 2.93 1.20 2.95 0.71 2.08 Lower

Protection 0.67 0.46 1.88 2.21 3.40 1.24 1.71 1.38 Very Low

Places to live & Non Food Items 1.12 0.92 1.38 1.50 1.40 1.52 2.29 1.35

Education 0.91 0.46 0.25 0.93 0.20 0.52 0.29 0.62

Number of visited sub districts 33 13 8 14 10 21 7 106  
 
Health 

 Number of people affected: There are no countrywide estimates of people 
affected in the health sector.  In the areas assessed by the J-RANS II, 10.3 
million people were estimated to live in sub-districts where health services 
are insufficient. Over 2 million people are at acute risk, meaning that they live 
in areas where key informants indicated in that many people will die soon or 
people are currently dying as a result of the health situation. (J-RANS II 

2013/05/22) 

Morbidity and mortality  

 An increased incidence of measles has been reported in Syria. In Ar-Raqqa, 
MSF reported some 300 measles cases. (MSF 2013/05/06, USAID 2013/05/10) 

 Apart from this data on the increase in measles cases, the latest information 
on morbidity and mortality is from April.  Influenza-like illnesses and 
diarrhoea were the most frequently reported through the WHO/Government 
early warning reporting system in April.  An increasing number of suspected 
Hepatitis A cases have been identified - attributable to a deterioration of 
sanitation and hygiene practices.  Unconfirmed typhoid cases have been 
reported in Deir-ez-Zor, Homs and Hama.  The warmer weather will increase 
health-related risks and there are growing concerns about outbreaks of 
diarrhoeal-related diseases, and potentially even cholera, if basic services 
are not urgently restored. (OCHA 2013/04/18, WHO 2013/04/10, WHO 2013/04/09) 

 Although UNICEF recently vaccinated over 500,000 children nationally, the 
routine national immunization programme has been severely disrupted by the 
crisis and it is reported that there was little coverage in northern Syria.  The 
lack of vaccines for children was identified as a problem by key informants 
interviewed during the J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Home-filtering of crude oil in Deir-ez-Zor is causing respiratory infections and 
some skin burns.  In Ain al Arab, Aleppo, cases of respiratory diseases 
caused by oil brought from Deir-ez-Zor were also reported. (J-RANS II 

2013/05/22) 

 

Health infrastructure and supplies  

 By 30 April, 57% of the public hospitals were reportedly damaged, ranging 
from 0% of hospitals damaged in As Sweida, Quneitra and Tartous with up to 
88% damaged in Rural Damascus. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 Serious allegations of abuses in public facilities have led many patients to 
rely exclusively on alternative health support, provided by private clinics, 
SARC facilities or in clandestine field hospitals. (ECHO 2013/05/24) 

 During the J-RANS II, a lack of medicines was consistently reported as the 
main problem hampering adequate healthcare. The pharmaceutical industry 
in Syria, which covered 90% of local needs before the crisis, is heavily 
affected by the conflict. In addition to the destruction of factories and the 
transport difficulties, the Syrian Central Bank stopped financing imported raw 
materials, significantly reducing production. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, INGO 2013/05)  

 Medical personnel and facilities continue to come under attack. In February, 
57% of public hospitals were reportedly damaged.  As the fighting has 
intensified since February, it can be assumed that this proportion has 
increased.  There is a critical shortage of medical supplies. Hospitals that are 
still functioning are seeing a significant increase in the number of patients. 
(WHO 2013/04/10, OCHA 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/22, WHO 2013/04/10, OCHA 2013/04/26, 
UNFPA 2013/05/09) 

 By mid-May, 10 out of 23 UNWRA health centres were closed and only 8 
were fully operational.  (UNRWA 2013/05/19) 

 Several hospitals have been looted or are used as military camps. During the 
J-RANS II, several hospitals were reportedly only accessible to military 
personnel.(IPN 2013/05/14, J-RANS II 2013/05/22)  

 At least 469 health workers are currently imprisoned in Syria and one 
estimate puts the number of doctors that have left the country since the crisis 
began at 30,000. (IPN 2013/05/14) 
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Status of health facilities – April 30
th

 2013 

 During April and May an Assistance Coordination Unit (ACU) assessment of 

12 IDP camps in the governorates Lattakia, Idleb and Aleppo found health 

provision, improvement of facilities and access to facilities to be people’s 

highest priority needs. Only 3 of 12 assessed camps had a health facility on-

site and a lack of medicines was mentioned as the key constraint to 

healthcare.  Many of the specific health concerns identified were related to 

poor WASH conditions. (ACU 2013/04, ACU 2013/05) 

Maternal health 
 The reproductive healthcare system continues to deteriorate.  An increasing 

number of pregnant women in conflict-affected areas are requesting an 
elective C-section due to concerns that they will be unable to reach clinics 
and hospitals in time for delivery.  In many affected areas, including Homs, 
Aleppo and Damascus, the C-section rate accounts for over 50% of all facility 
deliveries, as compared to less than 30% prior to the conflict. In addition, 
there are reportedly few contraceptives available. (OCHA 2013/05/22, UNFPA 

2013/05/09, MSF 2013/05/06) 
 

Nutrition  
 A MUAC rapid assessment, undertaken in Damascus (sample size of 235 

children under 5) indicated the nutritional status of children of concern. The 
percentage of global acute malnourished children screened was reported at 
14.4 %, while 8% is reported as moderately malnourished, and 6% severely 
malnourished. (UNICEF 2013/05/15) 

 Nurses reported seeing increasing numbers of children with signs of 
malnutrition in Homs.  Cases of malnutrition were reported in Tartous and 
Rural Damascus. (WFP 2013/03/31, UN News Service 2013/05/14) 

 During the J-RANS II, the lack of financial resources and high costs of baby 
formula were consistently mentioned as the main problems related to feeding 
of infants. However, the J-RANS II is not a nutrition assessment and these 
priorities are based on the perception of key informants, not nutritionists.  

Livelihoods and food security 

 Number of people in need:  
o 4 million are in need of food assistance countrywide, 480,000 in need 

of emergency crop and livestock support. (OCHA 2013/04/26) 

o In the 106 sub-districts of 7 northern governorates, 8.9 million people 
live in areas where food security and livelihood opportunities are 
insufficient, of whom 220,000 are at acute risk. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 It is expected that the current harvest of wheat, potato and barley is 
resulting in a temporary improvement of the food security situation in the 
northern governorates. (INGO 2013/01/01) 

Availability 

 Bread was generally available in all locations visited by WFP between 
January and March.  Results of the J-RANS II indicated that overall, most 
basic foodstuffs remain available on the markets in the north, albeit at higher 
prices.  However, in some areas, insufficient food was available: for instance 
in Bulbul, Aleppo, the number of functional bakeries is 50% of that pre-crisis, 
which is causing bread shortages.  A lack of wheat flour was identified in 
Homs, Ar-Raqqa, Deir-ez-Zor, Hama, Idleb, and Lattakia as was a lack of 
diversity, with a shortage of fresh food and meat. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, WFP 

2013/03/31) 

 Some WFP beneficiaries also reported that, due to the distance of 
Government subsidized bakeries, they were compelled to purchase bread 
from the black market at much higher prices.  Subsidised bread is reportedly 
often unavailable and, when available, the price is significantly higher than 
the pre-crisis level of 15 SYP. The average price of bread in assessed 
governorates was 79 SYP (unsubsidised) and 35 SYP (subsidised). (WFP 

2013/03/31, WFP 2013/05/17, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 During the J-RANS II, it was identified that a lack of cooking fuel hampers 
access to food. In February, almost 70% of interviewed WFP beneficiaries 
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cited the lack of cooking fuel as the greatest challenge to meeting their food 
needs. Cooking gas continues to be almost unavailable in Damascus and 
Rural Damascus, while improvements in supply were noticed in Qamishli, 
Homs and Lattakia. The majority of WFP beneficiaries interviewed relied on 
electricity and could only cook during specific hours due to frequent power 
cuts. (WFP 2013/03/31, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Access 

 Livelihoods have been severely interrupted by the crisis, with large-scale 
displacement, decreased agricultural harvests, loss of economic assets and 
a decrease in the number of people receiving Government salaries. 
Disruption of agricultural activities, breakdown of the Government’s food 
subsidy programme, devaluation of the Syrian Pound to the US dollar 
hampering import, and difficulties of transportation are all factors causing 
significant price increases.   The lack of financial resources and high prices of 
basic food items were identified as the main food problems in northern areas 
visited during the J-RANS II.  

 Monitoring of prices between January and March indicated that prices for 
staple goods have remained relatively stable at the local level, apart from in 
Aleppo governorate where prices have fluctuated significantly. Prices differ 
between governorates. (WFP 2013/03/31) 

 During the J-RANS II, it was reported that some Government personnel no 
longer received Government salaries.  In Ar-Raqqa, several hundred state 
employees had reportedly not been paid since the city fell to opposition 
forces. (AlertNet 2013/04/09, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Economy 

 After two years of conflict, the Government of Syria estimates that the 
country is facing $11 billion in infrastructure damage, which accounts for as 
much as 20% of the pre-crisis GDP.  The conflict, coupled with increasingly 
frequent power outages and looting, has brought many of the factories in the 
country to a standstill. Overall, the economy shrank 35-40% in the last two 
years. (Der Spiegel 2013/03/06, OCHA 2013/03/04, AlertNet 2013/03/06) 

Livelihoods  

 The erosion of the Syrian state and the emergence of areas under control of 
anti-Government forces have brought a rapid spread of informal as well as 
illicit economic activity.  In Deir-ez-Zor, armed groups have taken control of 
oil production facilities and communities engage in illegal oil trade.  Fuel is 
often smuggled into Turkey, where prices are reportedly up to 50% higher 
than in Syria.   

 Agricultural production and livestock trade has been severely affected by the 
crisis. (OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 Remittances from relatives abroad, a common pre-crisis source of income, 
have significantly reduced due to the breakdown of the banking system and 
money transfer agents. (INGO 2013/01/01) 

 Migration, both between governorates as well as to neighbouring countries is 
a common livelihood strategy.  Migration is currently hampered and returnee 
migrant labourers to their places of origin are seriously threatened due to lack 
of employment opportunities and fast depletion of resources.  Solidarités 
International reports that some returnees do not own property in their native 
village and are effectively living as IDPs in their own community. (WFP 

2012/06/01, SI 2012/12) 

Coping mechanisms 

 In March, the following coping mechanisms were reported by WFP 

beneficiaries: switching to less expensive, lower quality food (84% of 

responses), decreasing the number of meals per day, asking for 

assistance/begging etc, seeking alternative jobs or working additional hours, 

taking children out of school, selling assets. (WFP 2013/03/31) 

Protection 

Human rights violations 

 Human rights violations, including murder, ill treatment of detainees, torture, 
rape and enforced disappearances are committed by all parties to the 
conflict.  HRW recently found evidence of a Government facility in Ar-Raqqa, 
where torture occurred regularly.  Summary executions are common and 
several mass graves were observed during the J-RANS II.  Government 
forces and pro-regime militias attacked the predominantly Sunni coastal 
areas of Bayda and Banias on 2 and 3 May, reportedly executing at least 50 
civilians, including children. (AFP 2013/05/02, R2P 2013/05/15, Guardian 2013/04/22, 

HRW 2013/04/10, Guardian 2013/04/02, Al Jazeera 2013/04/26, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Indiscriminate attacks on civilians are common, with some areas 
experiencing shelling on a daily basis.  Violence against civilians was 
reported as the main protection issue in Ar-Raqqa, Deir-ez-Zor, Hama and 
Idleb during the J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Unconfirmed reports state that medics working near Damascus have treated 
several hundred fighters for symptoms of chemical exposure since March. 
Although several countries claim to have some evidence on the use of 
chemical weapons during the conflict, there has not yet been a confirmation 
of this use. A UN team established to investigate the use in March in Aleppo 
has until now been denied access to Syria. (Guardian 2013/05/28) 

 In May, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, revised its number of 
confirmed deaths from 80,000 to 94,000.  This revision is based on new 
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information received from areas such as Tartous and Lattakia.  Other 
estimates place the number of deaths as high as 120,000.  (SOHR 2013/05/14) 

 Frustration, including anxiety and psychological stress as a result of the 
conflict, is widely reported. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Mobility is limited as armed actors often control transportation routes and 
harass, detain, and rob displaced families on roads and at checkpoints along 
their route.  Some areas, such as Qusair, are under siege and mobility in and 
around the area is extremely limited.  Access to Jordan and Iraq has been 
impeded due to the closure of border crossings, limiting options for those 
who want to leave the country.  Thousands of people are reportedly 
gathering in villages in southern Syria, unable to seek refuge in Jordan. (IRIN 

2013/05/14, NRC 2013/03/15, J-RANS II) 

 Relief organisations continue to highlight child protection and sexual and 
gender based violence (SGBV) as significant protection issues.  (AFP 

2013/04/05, UNHCR 2013/04/18, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 Human Rights Watch has documented more than 600 rape cases and the 
actual number is believed to be much higher as survivors often do not report 
the attacks for fear of dishonouring their family or bringing about reprisals.  
Rape has been used as a form of torture to extract information during 
interrogations and to punish the population for supporting the opposite party.   
Attacks are often carried out in public, compounding the humiliation and 
stigma endured by those who survive.  Refugees cite rape as one of the 
primary reasons for fleeing Syria.  Support for victims is often inadequate, 
and access to justice is very limited, increasing impunity for perpetrators. (UN 

2013/02/26, UN 2013/02/27, Brookings LSE  2013/03/08, Woodrow 2013/03/11) 

 In opposition-held areas, civilian legal councils have replaced state judicial 
structures.  Legal practices differ from region to region, with some councils 
relying exclusively on Sharia law, and others applying a mixture of Sharia 
and Syrian criminal law.  However, descriptions of the trials by detainees and 
members of the judicial councils indicate that some trials do not meet 
international standards of due process, including the right to legal 
representation and the opportunity to prepare one’s defence. (HRW 2012/09/17, 

AlertNet 2013/03/11)  

Child protection 

 Over 10,000 children have reportedly been killed since the start of the 
conflict.  The Child Protection Working group has highlighted the following 
child protection concerns: child recruitment, sexual violence and early 
marriage, which is used as a coping mechanism for vulnerable displaced 
families. (USAID 2013/05/23) 

 Child labour is reported in northern areas: in IDP camps, as well as in host 
communities, children were seen selling cigarettes, biscuits, tissues and 
vegetables in the streets.  In Deir-ez-Zor’s Ashara sub-district most of the 
children who were not going to school were reported to work in filtering crude 

oil and operating generators.  Hazardous child labour was a high protection 
concern in some areas in Deir-ez-Zor. (INGO 2013/02, J-RANS II) 

 Sexual violence is another grave violation of children’s rights. There is 
evidence that girls and boys as young as 12 are being subjected to sexual 
violence, including physical torture of their genitals, and rape. Reports 
indicate that early marriage of young girls is increasing.  There is a growing 
pattern of armed groups on both sides of the conflict recruiting children under 
18 as porters, guards, informers or fighters and, in some cases, children as 
young as eight have been used as human shields. (SCI 2013/03/13, Child 

Protection Working Group 2013/03/13) 
 
Other 

 There are very few reported tensions between IDPs and host communities 
although most communities are only able to provide short-term support to the 
IDPs.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 IDP camps are often established in private land and the large majority do not 
have a formal rental agreement with the landowner. (ACU 2013/05)  

 Deir-ez-Zor contains the largest energy reserves in Syria.  Local groups have 
taken control of oil-fields and engage in the set up smuggling and trade 
trading of oil.  As the EU has lifted sanctions on Syrian oil imports, it is 
expected that the control over oil infrastructure will increasingly cause friction 
among tribes and armed groups.  (Guardian 2013/04/02, Al-Akhbar 2013/05/11, J-

RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Vulnerable groups 

 J-RANS II identified the following vulnerable groups: destitute families, 
households with a disabled person, female-headed households and older 
person-headed households.  Families of ethnic / religious minorities were 
identified by only 5 sub-districts as a vulnerable group. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Palestinian refugees: The presence of armed factors in the Palestinian 
refugee camps has been identified as a concern by UNRWA as well as 
general insecurity and fighting in and around the camps.  An estimated 70-
80% Palestinians are estimated to be displaced.  With external flight options 
restricted, (such as the closure of the Jordanian border), Palestinian refugees 
remain a particularly vulnerable group. (UNRWA 2013/05/19) 

 Iraqi and other refugees: UNHCR reports that, as of 13 March, there were 
67,715 registered refugees in Syria from Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia, and 
Sudan.  Besides heightened vulnerability, key protection issues reported 
include risks from shelling, threats (especially for Iraqi refugees), incidents of 
abduction, and absence of legal documentation hence inability to find 
accommodation and to move freely, including problems at check points.  
Child protection issues are prominent including school drop-out, impact of 
deteriorated family livelihoods and psycho-social problems. (OCHA 2013/03/18) 

 Migrants: IOM estimates that as many as 120,000 migrant workers remain in 
Syria, of which 60,000 may be in priority need of assistance. Most migrants 
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http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=8486803&ct=13020737
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/middle-east-live/2013/apr/02/6-000-killed-in-bloodiest-month-for-syria-crisis-live-updates
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182843
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2047%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-21-5-%E2%80%93-18-march-2013
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lived in rural areas and following the outbreak of violence, were displaced to 
urban centres.  Many migrants, report that they have invested in property and 
communities and would be reluctant to leave but do so for the safety of 
themselves and their families. (IOM 2013/03/04,IOM 2013/02/01, CARITAS 2013/01/11) 

 Elderly: Only 2.8% of the registered refugee population is older than 60, 
while an estimated 6% of the Syrian population is above 60. This illustrates 
the particular vulnerability of older people, with many elderly people not able 
to flee.  Hence, elderly are often forced to stay behind while other family 
members move away, leaving them without support. (UNHCR 2013/05/28, INGO 

2013/02/05, NRC 2013/03/15) 

 Disabled: Disabled people, particularly those in wheelchairs, have limited 
options to flee conflict and are therefore specifically vulnerable. (INGO 

2013/02/05) There is no information on the number of disabled people in need 
or their priorities.   

WASH 

 Number of people affected: In the areas assessed by the J-RANS II, 7.4 
million people live in areas where WASH services and goods are insufficient. 
Over 242,000 people are at acute risk. There are no country-wide estimates 
of the number of people affected. 

Quantity 

 Access to water was identified as a key priority in 2 out of 12 IDP camps. 
(ACU 2013/05) 

 Water availability has significantly declined due to frequent power cuts, fuel 
shortages, disruption to production and maintenance of water works, decline 
in payment of fees and infrastructure damage. Damage to water supply 
systems is reportedly particularly severe in Aleppo, Ar-Raqqa, Deir-ez-Zor, 
Idleb, Homs and Rural Damascus. (WHO 2013/04/10, OCHA 2013/05/06, J-RANS II 

2013/05/22) 

 The lack of financial resources to buy water was mentioned as a problem 
during the J-RANS II. In the absence of a central water supply, people are 
forced to buy water from private trucks, often at high prices. Those who 
cannot afford the high costs related to water tankers increasingly rely on 
unsafe water sources, for instance water from the Euphrates River.  The 
reported increase in Typhoid and Hepatitis A cases is linked to the lack of 
clean water and sanitation. (WHO 2013/02/05, UNICEF 2013/02/08, J-RANS II 

2013/05/22) 

Quality 

 Access to waste-water treatment chemicals has become increasingly difficult. 
Most water utilities are short of chlorine, and chlorination is not systematically 
carried out by public and private water truckers. (OCHA 2013/05/06) 

 Inadequate water treatment facilities both at a central and household level 
were the most frequent problems affecting the water quality mentioned during 
the J-RANS II.  In areas with high water pollution, such as in Deir-ez-Zor, 
local water boards inability to treat water due to the lack of water treatment 
materials such as chlorine and aluminium phosphate is a particular concern. 
(J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Sanitation 

 Sanitation was identified as a key priority in 3 out of 12 camps. (ACU 2013/05) 

 IDPs who have settled in public buildings and camps suffer from a shortage 
of available latrines.  In Al Naser camp, which hosts 11,000 IDPs, there are 
only 4 functional latrines (on average 300 people per latrine).  The global 
SPHERE standard recommends 1 latrine for every 50 people. (ACU 2013/05, J-

RANS II 2013/05/22, WHO 2013/04/10) 

Hygiene 

 The general build-up of waste is a major issue. Solid waste collection and 
disposal has been severely disrupted, including in parts of Aleppo, Homs, 
Deir-Ez-Zor, Idleb and Rural Damascus, where solid waste management 
represents a growing health concern. (OCHA 2013/05/22, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Rubbish is accumulating near IDP camps. Solid waste management teams 
are often poorly equipped to dispose of rubbish. (ACU 2013/04) 

 Limited access to hygiene products in many areas inhibits good practice.  
Poor hygiene practices in densely populated areas, including collective 
shelters, increase the risk of epidemic disease outbreaks. (OCHA 2013/05/22) 

 Camp assessments in Syria have revealed that the hygiene conditions in IDP 
camps are very poor with a lack of hygiene products such as soap, sanitary 
towels, shampoo, and toothbrushes.  In addition, the data from J-RANS II 
confirms that strained economic resources are limiting access to hygiene 
items such as soap. (ACU 2013/04) 

Shelter 

 Number of affected: in the areas assessed by the J-RANS II, 9.6 million 
people live in areas where access to Shelter and NFI is insufficient. No 
countrywide information is available on the number of people affected by 
impact of the crisis on the WASH sector.   

 Fighting, including the use of heavy weapons, has caused widespread 
damage to infrastructure and houses. Around 30% of private buildings and 
public infrastructure in assessed areas during J-RANS II were damaged or 
destroyed.  These findings are confirmed by an ESCWA report in April, which 
outlined that an estimated 1.2 million houses have been damaged or 
destroyed, approximately 30% of the number of houses recorded during the 
2004 census. (OCHA 2013/04/08, Daily Star 2013/04/05, Guardian 2013/04/26) 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/iom-regional-response-syria-crisis-14-march-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/more-filipina-migrants-return-home-syria-concern-grows-those-staying
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/caritas-lebanon-helping-evacuate-migrant-workers-syria
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-refugee-crisis-protection-threats-lebanon-jordan-and-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-warns-deepening-humanitarian-crisis-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/running-dry-water-and-sanitation-crisis-threatens-syrian-children-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-25-7-%E2%80%93-20-may-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-25-7-%E2%80%93-20-may-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%2022.pdf
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-05/212661-syria-dying-with-no-winners-no-help-in-sight.ashx#axzz2PUJ3DFzP
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/apr/26/damascus-economic-dead-zone
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 Electricity cuts are 
widespread, with only 50% of 
areas assessed during J-
RANS II having access to 
electricity on a daily basis. (J-

RANS II 2013/05/22)  

 The main problems identified 
during the J-RANS II were 
the lack of financial 
resources to rent shelter, 
overcrowding of host family 
houses and the lack of 
available shelter (including 
private shelter).  NFI 
problems identified were the 
lack of children’s supplies, 
lack of financial resources to buy NFIs and lack of mattresses and blankets. 
(J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 The majority of IDPs are residing with host families, followed by those in 
official and informal collective centres.  A number of IDPs are residing in 
vacated buildings.  Over 12 IDP camps exist along the Turkish border, 
hosting between 50 – 60,000 IDPs.  In addition, SARC has recently set up a 
tented camp in Tartous.  In several areas, such as Menbij, Aleppo, IDPs have 
requested the establishment camps. (ACU 2013/05, J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 
2013/05/06) 

 
Allocation of IDPs residing in sub-districts assessed during the J-RANS II 
 

 Over 8,000 Palestinian refugees are currently sheltered in UNRWA facilities. 
(UNRWA 2013/05/10) 

 During an April IDP camp assessment, shelter was identified as a priority by 
only 5% of the respondents.  However, a significant number of people were 
found to reside outside camps, without access to adequate shelter.  The 
improvement of tents was the key shelter priority for most camp residents.  
This reportedly refers to ‘summer-isation’ of tents, as the tents that were 
distributed in winter will be too hot for the summer.  NFI provision was the 

most important intervention for 19% of respondents: items mentioned varied 
widely, but with a consensus on the need for hygiene kits, baby kits, summer 
and children clothes, cooking kits and mattresses and blankets.  Most camps 
are ad-hoc, without proper site-planning. (ACU 2013/04) 

 Access to fuel remains very limited throughout the country, due either to 
exorbitant prices or a lack of transport.  With parts of the oil-rich east no 
longer under Government control, oil production has decreased sharply (from 
400,000 to 200,000 barrels a day). The lack of cooking fuel is an issue 
hampering access to food. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, Daily Star 2013/04/08) 

Education 

 The high percentage of damaged schools and schools used as collective 
shelters for IDPs has severely disrupted educational activities. Ministry of 
Education data from April 2013, shows 20% of schools having been 
damaged, destroyed or in use as shelters for IDPs. J-RANS II found only 
2,417 (43%) of the 5,598 schools to be functional and used for educational 
activities.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, UNICEF 2013/05/15) 

 The UNRWA education system suffers from similar interruptions.  On 14 
May, only 36% of UNRWA students were able to attend school: of 118 
schools across Syria, only 47 were operational.  Some 21 schools house 
displaced refugees and the remaining 50 are completely closed. (OCHA 

2013/05/22) 

 In cities where the conflict has been most intense, many children can only 
attend school irregularly, while others have missed up to two school years. 
Teachers and students have come under direct attack.  At least 97 students 
and 222 teachers and other education staff have been killed during school 
time.  Fear of being bombed or targeted is the main reason for not attending 
school, followed by the lack of functioning schools, a lack of materials, the 
absence of teachers and the lack of WASH facilities in schools. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22, UNICEF 2013/05/15) 

 Of the schools still functioning, some are overwhelmed by the influx of 
children from other schools.  In Tartous for instance, education services in 
the governorate are completely overstretched and reportedly close to 
breaking point. So far, over 30,000 IDP children have registered in Tartous 
schools, forcing establishment of a double-shift system. (OCHA 2013/05/06) 

 Some 30% of the assessed sub-districts by the J-RANS II reported education 
activities to be taking place outside of schools, including in mosques and 
houses. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2046%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-08/212904-oil-sector-buckles-under-rebel-gains.ashx
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20%28Syria%20Jordan%20Lebanon_%20Iraq%20Turkey%29%20-%2016%20May%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-25-7-%E2%80%93-20-may-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-25-7-%E2%80%93-20-may-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20%28Syria%20Jordan%20Lebanon_%20Iraq%20Turkey%29%20-%2016%20May%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
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MAP - Estimated deaths by governorate – March 2011 to April 2013 

 

Use of Syrian Martyr’s database as a 
source: There are a variety of sources for 
data on the number of deaths resulting from 
the conflict in Syria.  A report by OHCHR

 

details seven key databases documenting 
killings from the conflict.  The Syrian Shuhada 
(SS) database (Syrian Martyr’s database) has 
been used for the purposes of mapping data 
on the number of deaths by settlement and / or 
governorate for the following reasons: 

 Willingness of SS to share raw data files for 
city / province and death count (useful for 
verification and mapping against P-codes 
as issued by OCHA) 

 Ability to report killings by governorate, city, 
date 

 Extent of documented killings  

 Evidence such as pictures / videos to verify 
the killing 

 Trend is in line with results of other 
databases 

OHCHR was able to verify 71% of the SS 
database.  The remaining 29% of reported 
deaths were unable to be verified due to 
insufficient data, although this is to be 
expected from documenting during a conflict. 
(Benetech 2013/01/02, SS n.d.) 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/PreliminaryStatAnalysisKillingsInSyria.pdf
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Fighting intensity  

Governorate profiles 
 

The following pages provide a profile of each of the 14 governorates (in alphabetical 
order). Within these governorates, the following topics are covered: the conflict dynamics, 
displacement occurring in the governorate and specific needs reported. In addition, an 
info-graphic describes the level of information available per sector for the specific 
governorate. The legend of the maps and symbols are explained on the final page.  
 

Trend  

 
 

 

 

 

Aleppo (also known as Halab) 

 

Conflict developments 

 Aleppo city continued to face shelling with several neighbourhoods repeatedly 
bombed in May, including Sheikh Saeid, Ashrafieh, Khalidieh, Al Sakhour, Bostan Al 
Basha, Masaken Hanano and Sheikh Maksoud.  Other towns and villages in rural 
Aleppo such as Khafsa, Assfira, Khan Al-Asal, Nubl, Zahra' and Azyara witnessed 
clashes and bombing.  Opposition forces attacked the central prison in Aleppo in mid-
May in an attempt to free some 250 regime opponents.  The Syrian army and 
opposition forces both claim to have control over the compound. (Aljazeera 2013/05/03 
Aljazeera 2013/05/08, Al-akhbar 2013/05/10. Al-akhbar 2013/05/11, Aljazeera 2013/05/22, 
SANA 2013/05/16) 

 The battle over military airports, launched by opposition forces on 12 February, 
continued in May with opposition forces repeatedly attacking military airports and 
bases (Mennegh, Kweiras, and Nairab military airports, the military school in 
Ramouseh, defence bases in Assafira and other military sites).  However, the Syrian 
army reportedly retained control over most of these sites. (Daily Star 2013/05/01. Daily 
Star 2013/05/05, Aljazeera 2013/05/08, Aljazeera 2013/05/09,SANA 2013/05/16, Daily Star 
2013/05/15, SANA 2013/05/18) 

 Clashes occurred between Islamist groups in different districts of Aleppo with field 
executions of Ghorabaa Al Sham members, an anti-Government Islamic group.  The 
Judicial Council accused the Ghorabaa Al Sham of looting factories in Aleppo's 
industrial neighbourhood. Similar clashes took place in March. (Al-akhbar 2013/05/17, 
Daily Star 2013/05/18)  

 Aleppo city has been divided between opposition forces and troops loyal to President 
al-Assad since 2012. In general, western neighbourhoods tend to be under 
Government control and eastern areas under opposition groups while the north of the 

Population figures Aleppo 

2011 projection          5,927,000 
2004 census 4,045,166 
  
Palestinian refugees >26,500 
Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected  

In need (OCHA)  
IDPs (OCHA) 
IDPs (J-RANS II)   

2,400,000 

550,550 

1,250,000 

 
Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d.,  J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 ,INGO 
2013/01/22, SI 2012/12, PIN 
2012/11/17,  Mercy Corps 2012/12/12 

Information available on needs (compared to April RAS) 

Significant increase 
Al-Hasakeh, Aleppo, Ar-Raqqa, Deir-
ez-Zor, Hama, Idleb and Lattakia.  

Limited increase  

No/very limited updated information 
As-Sweida, Damascus (rural), 
Damascus city, Dar’a, Homs, 
Quneitra, Tartous 

http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/352e4459-250a-4d1a-97dc-eb6f709fa122
http://aljazeera.net/news/pages/69d5856c-df87-4fa4-ba83-622391f20d28
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182772
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182848
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/2a43391b-4ea3-4bdc-b9a4-79ee8bde6fd4
http://sana.sy/eng/21/2013/05/15/482279.htm
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-01/215657-bomb-tears-through-damascus-killing-at-least-14-people.ashx#axzz2S72himhj
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-05/216070-commander-of-besieged-syria-airport-killed-activists.ashx#axzz2SUuAbk9E
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-05/216070-commander-of-besieged-syria-airport-killed-activists.ashx#axzz2SUuAbk9E
http://aljazeera.net/news/pages/69d5856c-df87-4fa4-ba83-622391f20d28
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/07778bbb-e192-48a4-a48f-8f575be24b51
http://sana.sy/eng/21/2013/05/15/482279.htm
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-15/217178-fierce-fighting-erupts-at-syrias-aleppo-prison-activists.ashx#axzz2T9bIOVRR
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-15/217178-fierce-fighting-erupts-at-syrias-aleppo-prison-activists.ashx#axzz2T9bIOVRR
http://sana.sy/eng/21/2013/05/18/482682.htm
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/183306
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-18/217562-activists-rebel-groups-kidnap-in-syrias-aleppo.ashx#axzz2TohCr4Jx
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=148
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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city contains several Kurdish neighbourhoods, currently mostly under the control of 
the FSA. 

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: Clashes continue around Neirab Camp, 

with armed opposition groups restricting access to the camp. (UNRWA 2013/05/10) 

Operational constraints 

 In the city and governorate of Aleppo there are 350 registered and documented 
militias, while it is estimated that there are more than 600 official and unofficial armed 
groups operational in the area.  A large number of checkpoints have been 
established, hampering movement of humanitarian staff and goods.  At some 
checkpoints, goods need to be handed over in order for staff to be able to pass. (NGO 
2013/05) 

 The only remaining crossing between Government and opposition controlled areas in 
Aleppo city is reportedly closed to vehicles. (NGO 2013/05) 

 Restriction of movement for relief organisations and interference into humanitarian 
activities by powerful groups or persons were the main access issues identified during 
the J-RANS II.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 Over 1 million IDPs in the governorate were identified during the J-RANS II and 
Aleppo city assessment. In April, OCHA indicated that 1,250,0000 IDPs are residing 
in the governorate. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Two IDP camps have been identified in Aleppo governorate – Jarablous (estimated 
10,000 IDPs) and Bab Al Salame (estimated 700 IDPs). (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, ACU 
2013/05) 

 Some 6,000 refugees were displaced from Palestinian refugee camp Ein el Tal after 
fighting broke out. The refugees fled to Aleppo city and its rural areas, Lattakia, Hama 
and Homs. 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:     2,400,000 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:  3,020,730 

 
Number of people living in areas in need in Aleppo governorate 

  

 
 

 
Please note that above figures only reflects the situation in the 33 sub-districts assessed 
(out of 40 sub-districts in Aleppo).  Actual figures are likely to be much higher as Aleppo 
city was not included in the J-RANS II. The sectors Education, Protection and Nutrition are 
not included  

 
Bal al Salameh IDP camp – ACU 2013/05 

1. Health  
2. Sanitation  
3. Food 

Jarablous IDP camp – ACU 2013/05  

1. Health  

2. NFI  
3. Nutrition 

Sector information 

Health 

 Health is consistently mentioned as a significant concern, with a large part of the 
health infrastructure no longer operational. The main problems identified are the lack 
of medicines, followed by a lack of available health facilities. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 7 out of 11 public hospitals are no longer functional in Aleppo, 52 health centres out of 
228 are partially or entirely damaged.  With the high level of conflict over the last 5 
months, this number has likely increased.  Although clandestine health centres have 
been set up, the lack of supplies, staff and electricity severely hampers services. (J-
RANS II 2013/05/22, MoH 2012/12/31) 

 Health problems reported in Aleppo include cases of psychosocial trauma (anxiety, 
depression, phobia), diarrhoea, respiratory diseases, injuries and chronic and 
communicable diseases.  Similar to the other governorates, the lack of vaccines for 
children was the most frequently mentioned health concern during the J-RANS II.  In 
addition, Leishmaniasis is a concern in Aleppo: 1,112 cases were reported through 
the Early Warning and Reporting Systems (EWARS) between 7 and 13 April. (J-RANS 
II 2013/05/22, EWARS 2013/04/14) 

 In March, relief agencies reported that improved access to an increasing number of 
health service providers in opposition controlled areas at the Turkish border make 
Aleppo less vulnerable to health concerns than rural areas and cities under siege, 

Priorities for intervention 

Priority 

J-RANS II  

(March/April 2013, 33 sub-districts) 

J-RANS I* 

(February 2013, 23 sub -districts) 

Very high   

High Health, food security, nutrition Food security 

Intermediate   Health, WASH 

Low  WASH, shelter and NFI Shelter and NFI 

Very low  Protection and education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 
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especially in Deir-ez-Zor and Homs governorates.  However the J-RANS II findings 
indicated that health remains a priority concern. (J-RANS 2013/03/28, J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

 In 1 of 2 assessed IDP camps in Aleppo, a medical facility is available on-site.  The 
other camp is 35 km from the nearest health facility.  Health concerns reported from 
the camps include Leishmaniasis, skin diseases and diarrhoea.  A high number of 
measles cases were reported in Jarablous. (ACU 2013/05/12) 

Livelihood and food security 

 A lack of financial resources for food was identified as the main problem in Aleppo 
during the J-RANS II.  The average price of bread in assessed sub-districts in March 
was 68 SYP for unsubsidised bread and 39 SYP for subsidised bread, up from 15 
SYP (subsidised) and 45 SYP (unsubsidised) before the conflict.  In addition, the price 
of groceries has increased in Aleppo city, from 2,000 SYP for a set of basic goods up 
from 500 SYP before the crisis. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, NGO 2013/05) 

 Despite the lack of financial resources being reported as the main problem, the main 
priorities for intervention as expressed by key informants are food baskets followed by 
flour and fuel for cooking. This could be explained by the fact that there is no regular 
supply of bread from bakeries, as expressed by key informants in 26 sub-districts. (J-
RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Industry has largely collapsed in the city of Aleppo, though trade on a small scale 
continues. Trade is hampered by the high number of checkpoints. In some areas, it is 
necessary to receive permission from local authorities to move goods.  (INGO 2013/05) 

 In IDP camps, the amount of food distributed is reportedly insufficient. In 1 camp 
assessed, only 2 meals a day are provided, which consist of bread, potatoes or rice. 
IDPs in another camp received food baskets on an irregular basis.  (ACU 2013/05) 

Nutrition 

 The lack of financial resources and high cost of baby formula were the main problems 
related to infant feeding.  Children under 6 months were identified as the group with 
the most serious nutrition problems in 80% of the sub-districts assessed.  Children of 
IDPs in collective shelters, vacated buildings and residing with host families are the 
most affected by nutrition problems.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

WASH 

 In April, WHO reported damage to the water supply system to be particularly severe in 
Aleppo.  90% of sub-districts assessed during the J-RANS II reported many people to 
be suffering due to a lack of water.  The lack of centralised treatment and lack of 
ability to treat water at home were identified by key informants as the main water 
quality problems.  In terms of water quantity, the main problem identified was the lack 
of fuel and electricity to operate the system. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, WHO 2013/04/10) 

 In Aleppo city, access to water and sanitation are issues of major concern.  Aleppo’s 
population in opposition-controlled areas relies entirely on the water network for 
drinking water.  When the water network is not functional, the population either 
fetches water from unprotected water sources such as broken pipes or buys bottled 
water.  For those who can afford it, some private water trucking services are 

functional. However, water-trucking availability is unpredictable with long waiting 
times. (NGO 2013/05) 

 The lack of rubbish collection and shortage of rubbish bins is an increasing concern in 
Aleppo and identified as a problem in 50% of the assessed areas. (OCHA 2013/04/26, 
J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 In IDP camps there is a severe shortage of latrines with 114 functional latrines used 
by over 10,000 people in Bab Al Salame (90 people per latrine). In Jarablous, the 
situation is slightly better, with 35 people per functioning latrine. (ACU 2013/05) 

 There are 4 wells in Bab Al Salame, although one of these wells is contaminated by 
sewage water.  Jarablous camp is connected to the water infrastructure of Jarablous 
town.  However, water supply is often cut. (ACU 2013/05) 

Shelter 

 20% of private buildings and 22% of public buildings in assessed sub-districts were 
damaged or destroyed.  In Aleppo city, the level of destruction was much higher 
compared to the rest of the governorate, with over 56% of private buildings and 69% 
of public infrastructure in assessed areas damaged or destroyed by March. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22).  

 Most of the IDPs identified during the J-RANS II (274,000 IDPs) were hosted by local 
families.  Host family houses are often overcrowded and the lack of financial 
resources available to rent or own shelter is the main shelter problem identified during 
the J-RANS II.  Aleppo hosts the largest number of IDPs in vacated buildings 
compared to other governorates assessed (127,000). (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 The lack of fuel and gas and a lack of children’s supplies were mentioned as NFI 
problems during the J-RANS II.  A lack of mattresses and blankets has been reported 
in the IDP camps.  (ACU 2013/05, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 In about 20% of assessed sub-districts, electricity was not available at all. In Aleppo 
city, electricity was unavailable in at least 38 neighbourhoods (out of 125) in March. In 
6 opposition-controlled neighbourhoods assessed during a recent damage 
assessment, electricity supply was erratic, due to destruction of power plants and a 
lack of maintenance. (J-RANS 2013/03/27, J-RANS II 2013/05/22, NGO 2013/05) 

Protection 

 In J-RANS II, frustration, including anxiety, was the main protection problem as 
perceived by key informants.  The March report in Aleppo city identified violence 
against civilians and psychological trauma as priority protection problems. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

 Indiscriminate attacks, particularly on opposition-controlled areas, have resulted in 
large numbers of civilian casualties.  Heavy weaponry, including scud missiles and 
cluster munitions, is being used on densely populated areas in the governorate.  In 
Aleppo, civilians are often shot at when walking through the only remaining crossing 
between Government and opposition-controlled areas. (NGO 2013/05, HRW 2013/03/16, 
NYT 2013/02/27) 

 Child recruitment was reported in Aleppo’s Menbij and Afrin districts.  In Aleppo’s Afrin 
district and specifically in Raju, children not attending school have been recruited by 
armed groups.  Children have also been seen manning armed checkpoints across 
Afrin district. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 
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 Law and order is a reported concern in opposition-controlled areas, with the 
establishment of a multitude of local courts that do not recognise each other’s 
jurisdiction. A council of Islamic Judges, created by the four largest Islamic militias, 
has been created to provide law in areas in Aleppo governorate no longer under 
Government control. (INGO 2013/02/20) 

 Looting of goods by armed factions, including taking food from households and 
raiding factories, is reportedly widespread. (NGO 2013/05) 

Education 

 The education sector is severely affected with 38% of schools damaged or used as 
shelters in the governorate according to UNICEF. In the sub-districts assessed during 
J-RANS II, 57% of schools were no longer used for education. In 14 assessed sub-
districts, education activities were regularly taking place in other buildings such as 
mosques and houses. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22. UNICEF 2013/03/15) 

 The education system has reportedly nearly collapsed in 6 assessed neighbourhoods 
in Aleppo city.  28 informal schools, run by volunteer teachers, not necessarily with 
teaching backgrounds, were identified. (NGO 2013/04) 

                      
                                                            Information Gaps 

 

Al-Hasakeh 

 

 

Conflict developments 

 In general, the fighting in Al-Hasakeh has not changed considerably compared to 
previous months.  On 9 May, the Kurdish Popular Protection Units (YPG) ended a 
second round of conflicts with the Islamic Brigade in the town of Tal Tamr.  The FSA 
controlled city of Tal Hmis (40 km south of Qamishli), witnessed continuous shelling. 
Two blasts occurred in Aziziah district in Al-Hasakeh and SAF aircraft raided Tal Brak 
town on 13 May. (Aljazeera 2013/05/13, Aljazeera 2013/05/07, Al-akhbar 2013/03/11, IRIN 
2013/03/04, Al-akhbar 2013/05/09) 

 In Ras al-Ain, clashes between Kurdish groups and other opposition factions re-
ignited. (Daily Star 2013/05/27) 

Operational constraints 

 During the J-RANS II, interference into humanitarian activities by powerful groups or 
persons, followed by violence against relief agencies’ personnel, facilities and assets 
were the main issues identified hampering access. The governorate was identified as 
being the most severely restricted in terms of humanitarian access.  (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 Over 221,900 IDPs were identified in 13 out of 16 sub-districts, most of them in Al-
Hasakeh sub-district.  OCHA indicated that over 207,000 IDPs were residing in the 
governorate by 16 April.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 

 

 

       

Population figures Al-Hasakeh 

2011 Gov. records 1,008,000 
2004 census  793,514 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 
Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 
IDPs(OCHA)               
IDPs (J-RANS II) 

297,300 
207,400 
221,900 

 
Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d., J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-schools-damaged-or-used-shelters-5-mar-2013
http://aljazeera.net/news/pages/84d81d88-2bff-4e28-ab23-16d380790591
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/61b98abf-8b7d-4670-acf7-c14385955168
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/179132
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrians-risk-their-health-keep-warm
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrians-risk-their-health-keep-warm
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182685
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-27/218422-pro-assad-forces-said-to-control-80-pct-of-qusair.ashx#axzz2UTccj0zY
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1574
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf


Page 22 of 41 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:      297,300  
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:            1,200,900
   

Number of people living in areas in need in Al-Hasakeh governorate 

 

 

 

Please note that above figures only reflect the status in the 13 sub-districts assessed (of 

16 in Al-Hasakeh).  

Priorities for intervention 

Sector information 

Nutrition 

 A lack of money, high costs of infant formula and lack of infant formula in the markets 
were identified as the main problems related to infant feeding.  Baby milk and baby 
nutrition were mentioned as the main areas for intervention. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Health 

 The main health concern in Al-Hasakeh governorate was identified as incidents of 
communicable diseases such as measles. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22)  

 The following health problems were most often mentioned: a lack of medicine and 
health facilities, and limited financial resources hampering access to those facilities 
still functioning. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Medicine was consistently mentioned as the highest priority for intervention, followed 
by health facilities and medical equipment. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 3 hospitals out of 5 are completely (1) or partially (2) damaged. 7 of the 91 health 
centres are partially damaged in Al-Hasakeh. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

Livelihoods and Food Security 

 The main problems identified in Al-Hasakeh were the lack of financial resources to 
access food and the price increase of basic food items.  The average price of bread in 
the assessed sub-districts was 91 SYP for unsubsidised bread and 58 SYP for 
subsidised bread, compared to 15 SYP and 45 SYP before the crisis.  This is highest 
price reported in the northern areas.  One reason for these high prices is the 
monopoly of bread traders in the black market.  In addition, the lack of cooking fuel 
was often mentioned as a problem.  Food baskets are a very high priority for 
intervention, followed by flour. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Local media reports that the food crisis in Al-Hasakeh is caused by the obstruction of 
flour supply routes from other areas of the country.  Although Al-Hasakeh produces a 
large quantity of wheat, the harvest normally only meets two thirds of the needs.  
(Local Media 2013/05/06) 

WASH 

 Centralised treatment of water has been severely affected and repair of the water 
system is a very high priority.  A lack of fuel to operate the water networks is an 
additional factor affecting water availability. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 The lack of regular rubbish collection is a major concern in the governorate, and 
garbage collection was identified as a very high priority for intervention in the sub-
districts assessed during the J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Shelter and NFI 

 Most of the over 221,000 IDPs identified during the J-RANS II are living in collective 
centres (at least 128,600) followed by vacated buildings (62,100) and host families 
(31,200). The congestion of host family houses was mentioned as a problem in 
multiple areas. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 A lack of children’s supplies was identified and people often do not have enough 
financial resources to acquire NFIs. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 There is a lack of fuel for household use in the governorate, hampering cooking and 
boiling of water. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Protection  

 Recruitment of children in armed groups is a concern in the governorate, both in 
areas where high levels of conflict have been observed as in areas where no active 
fighting occurred. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

Priority 

J-RANS II  

(March/April 2013, 13 sub-districts) 

J-RANS I* 

(February 2013, 6 sub-districts) 

Very high  Nutrition Food security, health 

High Health, food security  

Intermediate  WASH WASH 

Low  Shelter and NFI Shelter and NFI 

Very low  Protection and education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 
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Education 

 The education sector has been significantly impacted in Al-Hasakeh: 11% of schools 
in the governorate were damaged or used as shelters as of 5 March 2013 according 
to UNICEF. In areas assessed during the J-RANS II, up to 30% of schools were no 
longer functional. Alternative education structures were available in only one area 
assessed.  For those schools that were still operating, the lack of teachers and lack of 
access to WASH facilities were the main obstacles to following classes reported. 
(UNICEF 2013/03/15, UNICEF 2013/03/15, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

 

Information gaps 

Ar-Raqqa 

 

 

Conflict developments 

 Ar-Raqqa city faced almost daily bombings in May and attacks on Tabaka town 
occurred in April and May.  Mansoora town in rural Ar-Raqqa was also bombed in 
May. (AlertNet 2013/03/10, AFP 2013/03/18, Aljazeera 2013/05/02, Al-akhbar 2013/05/03, 
Aljazeera 2013/05/07) 

 Ar-Raqqa was the first provincial capital taken by the opposition forces, following 
which the city and its surroundings have been continuously bombarded.   

Humanitarian access  

 Ar-Raqqa was found to be the governorate with the least constraints to humanitarian 
access.  In sub-districts reporting constraints on humanitarian operations, the main 
problems were active hostilities and restriction of movement for relief agencies. (J-
RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 In 8 out of 10 sub-districts, 373,700 IDPs were identified, of which the large majority 
are residing in Ar-Raqqa sub-district. Large scale displacement took place in this sub-
district after the city was taken over by opposition groups at the start of March. (MSF 
2013/05/06, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 A high concentration of IDPs reside in the governorate with IDPs reportedly 
accounting for more than 40% of the population. In other governorates, apart from 
Idleb, IDPs account for less than 25% of the population. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 According to OCHA 230,000, people were displaced in the governorate by 16 April. 
(OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 

Population figures Ar-Raqqa 

2011 Gov. records 1,008,000 
2004 census  793,514 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 
Other refugees Unknown 
 
 

 

Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 
IDPs(OCHA)                         
IDPs (J-RANS II) 

249,100 

230,000 

373,700 

 
Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d., J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 
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In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:      249,100 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:   900,200 

Number of people living in areas in need in Ar-Raqqa governorate 

 
 

Please note that above figures only reflects the statues in the 8 sub-districts assessed (out 
of 10 sub-districts in Ar-Raqqa).  

Priorities for intervention 

Priority 

J-RANS II  

(March/April 2013, 8 sub-districts) 

J-RANS I* 

(February 2013,7 sub-districts) 

Very high  Health Food security 

High Food security Health, Shelter and NFI 

Intermediate  WASH WASH 

Low  Nutrition, protection, shelter, NFI  

Very low  Education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 

Sector information 

Health 

 MSF reported some 300 measles cases from an area in Ar-Raqqa.  Cases of 
diarrhoea and respiratory diseases were mentioned as some of the main problems 
during the J-RANS. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, WHO 2013/04/10, MSF 2013/05/06) 

 The lack of medicine is a major concern and the main area of desired intervention. (J-
RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 3 out of 4 hospitals in the governorate are out of service and 5 of the 70 health 
centres are partially damaged. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

Livelihoods and Food security 

 Price rises (the average price of bread stood at 82 SYP (unsubsidised) and 29 SYP 
(subsidised) in April) and a lack of financial resources are two main problems 

restricting access to food.  Food baskets were identified as a very high priority for 
intervention. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Key informants in two areas in the district Al Thawraw indicated the lack of access to 
food will cost lives if food aid is not provided. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Shelling of the industrial area in Ar-Raqqa city has affected livelihoods and 
production. (Al Jazeera 2013/05/02) 

WASH 

 Opposition groups in control of Ar-Raqqa were reportedly able to provide general 
access to water although parts of the water infrastructure in the city and other areas of 
the governorate have broken down. A lack of fuel/electricity to operate the water 
system is an additional problem. (AlertNet 2013/04/09, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 A lack of access to hygiene products due to a lack of financial resources, as well as 
the lack of access to places to bathe, are priority concerns. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Rubbish collection and cleaning materials were identified as key priorities for 
intervention. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Nutrition 

  The main problem related to infant feeding is the high costs of baby formula 
combined with a lack of financial resources.  Unlike in other assessed governorates, 
where children younger than 6 months were identified as the group with the most 
serious nutrition problems, in Ar-Raqqa, children under 5 reportedly faced the most 
serious problems. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

Protection 

 Violence against civilians and family separation were identified as the main protection 
issues in the governorate during the J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 HRW found evidence that detainees were arbitrarily detained and tortured when Ar-
Raqqa city was under Government control. (HRW 2013/05/17) 

Shelter 

 Many of the more than 373,700 IDPs identified during the J-RANS II are staying in 
collective centres (at least 182,700) followed by with host families (131,000) and in 
vacated buildings (60,000). Overcrowded collective shelters and the lack of financial 
resources to rent are a pressing issue. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Electricity to Ar-Raqqa has been largely restored after opposition forces took the city, 
because they have also taken control of the hydro-electric dam on the Euphrates 
River. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, AlertNet 2013/04/09, Daily Star 2013/04/06) 

Education 

 As of 5 March, 12% of schools in Ar-Raqqa had been damaged or were being used 
as shelters according to UNICEF.  In April only 70 of the 1,002 schools in assessed 
districts (5%), were found to be functional.  (UNICEF 2013/03/15, J-RANS II 2013/05/22)  

Information Gaps 

 
 

   
 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/providing-care-syria-and-neighboring-countries-overview-msf-programs-and
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/3de55be2-bf60-49d8-b209-f7c1b14a52c4
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/syrias-jihadists-face-test-of-government-in-eastern-city
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/visit-reveals-torture-chambers-video
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/syrias-jihadists-face-test-of-government-in-eastern-city
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-06/212761-rebels-look-to-extend-gains-from-raqqa.ashx#axzz2Prdtk8gK
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-student-attendance-rates-5-mar-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
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As-Sweida  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Conflict developments 

 No fighting was reported in May.  

 As-Sweida, mainly inhabited by Druze, is one of the least affected governorates in 
Syria although the governorate is tense with the population appearing equally split 
between pro and anti-regime sentiment.  (AFP 2013/03/17, Daily Star 2013/01/08, LCCs 
2013/01/11) 

Humanitarian access  

 WFP has been unable to dispatch food for distribution to partners in As-Sweida due to 
heavy fighting on Homs-Damascus highway. (WFP 2013/05/17) 

Displacement 

 According to OCHA, 18,000 IDPs are residing in the governorate, compared to 19,200 

in February. (OCHA 2013/04/26, MoL 2013/03/10)     

Sector information 

 Livelihoods and food security: Living costs, including bread prices, are high. 

Children’s clothing has reportedly increased by 100% since last year. (Tishreen 
2013/05/05; Tishreen 2013/04/28) 

 Health: the 2 hospitals and 92 health centres in the governorate are functioning 

properly. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 Education: according to UNICEF, no schools in As-Sweida have been damaged or 

used as shelters. Attendance rates are at 100%. (UNICEF 2013/03/15) 

Damascus (city)  
 

 

 

Conflict developments 

 Damascus remains overwhelmingly under Government control.  Repeated bombings, 
seemingly part of an accelerated campaign by opposition forces to hit the 
Government, occurred in densely populated areas at the end of April and throughout 
May.  April ended with a car bomb attacking the Prime Minister’s convoy in Mazzeh 
and May began with a car explosion in front of the old Ministry of the Interior near 
Marjeh district.  On 2 May, other blasts exploded in the heart of the capital on Khalid 
Bin Walid Street and near Bab Moussalla Square.  In the middle of the month, car 
bombs exploded in Mazzeh district and Umayyad Square.  A further car bomb 
exploded in in the Rukn Eddin neighbourhood in the north on May 18.  (Daily Star 
2013/05/01, Jordan Times 2013/05/01, Aljazeera 2013/05/02, Daily Star 2013/05/03, Al-akhbar 
2013/05/04, SANA 2013/05/16 Aljazeera 2013/05/16, AFP 2013/05/19) 

 Clashes and shelling continued throughout the month in Barzeh, Qaboun and 
Al'adawi (north), Tadamon, Yarmouk, Qadam, Al'asali and Hajjar Aswad, (south), 
Jobar, Bab Touma (east), Tishreen and Mazzeh (north west). (Aljazeera 2013/05/09, 
Daily Star 2013/05/10, Al-akhbar 2013/05/11, Aljazeera 2013/05/13, Al-akhbar 2013/05/15, Al-
akhbar 2013/05/20, SANA 2013/05/18, Aljazeera 2013/05/22) 

 The FSA attacked government checkpoints in Rukn Eddine, Qaboun, and Ish 
Alwarwar districts in the north.  SAF troops managed to separate Tishreen and 
Qaboun districts from Barzeh, where opposition forces are concentrated, and 
reportedly advanced in the Barzeh district. (Aljazeera 2013/07/05, Al-akhbar 2013/05/10, 
AFP 2013/05/20) 

Humanitarian access  

 Cashes occurred on the highway between Homs-Damascus, causing disruption to the 
movement of WFP cargo from Tartous Port to the warehouses in the capital (WFP 
2013/05/17) 

 

Population figures As-Sweida 

2011 Gov. records 486,000 

2004 census  313,231 

Palestinian refugees None 
registered 

Other refugees Unknown 

Migrants Unknown 

 

Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 26,200 

IDPs (OCHA) 18,000 

 

Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d., OCHA 2013/04/26 

Information Gaps 

 

       

Population figures Damascus 

2011 Gov. records 1,780,000 

2004 census  1,552,161 

Palestinian 
refugees 

None registered 

Other refugees Unknown 

Migrants Unknown 

 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 290,000 
IDPs (OCHA) 250,000 
 
Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 
UNRWA n.d., MoLA 2013/03, OCHA 
2013/04/26 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-rebels-seize-arms-depots-aleppo-army
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jan-08/201228-swaida-resistance-in-quiet-part-of-syria.ashx#ixzz2IcBUjJS3
http://www.lccsyria.org/10803
http://www.lccsyria.org/10803
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20%20Regional%20Update%2017%20May%202013.pdf
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/286599
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/286599
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http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-student-attendance-rates-5-mar-2013
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-01/215657-bomb-tears-through-damascus-killing-at-least-14-people.ashx#axzz2S72himhj
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-01/215657-bomb-tears-through-damascus-killing-at-least-14-people.ashx#axzz2S72himhj
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http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/3de55be2-bf60-49d8-b209-f7c1b14a52c4
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-03/215830-daily-blasts-rattle-damascenes-nerves.ashx#axzz2S72himhj
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182535
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182535
http://sana.sy/eng/21/2013/05/15/482279.htm
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/8c147bc6-0367-497b-9658-90f924fd66ec
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/assad-insists-he-will-not-quit-car-bomb-hits-damascus
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/07778bbb-e192-48a4-a48f-8f575be24b51
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-09/216480-syria-troops-hezbollah-advancing-on-qusayr-activists.ashx#axzz2SsN9FUsD
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182848
http://aljazeera.net/news/pages/84d81d88-2bff-4e28-ab23-16d380790591
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/183042
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/183388
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/183388
http://sana.sy/eng/21/2013/05/18/482682.htm
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/2a43391b-4ea3-4bdc-b9a4-79ee8bde6fd4
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/61b98abf-8b7d-4670-acf7-c14385955168
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182772
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-forces-storm-rebel-bastion-qusayr
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20%20Regional%20Update%2017%20May%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20%20Regional%20Update%2017%20May%202013.pdf
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1574
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1574
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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Displacement 

 There has been no new information on displacement since the reported influx of 
250,000 IDPs in April. The latest government figure (February) was of 25,000 IDPs 
(around 9,000 were in Government shelters). (MoLA 2013/03/10, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

Sector information  

Protection 

 Arbitrary arrests and summary executions are an issue.  In March, regime forces were 
reported to have launched "a campaign of arrests" of a number of students from the 
University City student housing in the Mazzeh district (AFP 2013/03/18)  

Health 

 The city is witnessing large-scale displacement, further straining resources. ‘Al –
Berony’ hospital is receiving 20 times more emergency patients now than before the 
conflict began.  Due to the increase in the population of women and children, an 
increase in the demand for neonatal care has been reported. (UNICEF 2013/03/07) 

 1 out of 8 hospitals in Damascus governorate is partly functioning; the rest are fully 
functioning.  20 out of 58 health centres (34%) are not or only partially functioning.  
Damascus Hospital reported shortages in medicines and supplies from both the 
international and the local markets due to economic sanctions and currency 

fluctuations. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30, USAID 2013/01/03, WHO 2013/01/02, UN 2012/12/18, 

MoH 2012/12/31) 

Livelihoods and food security 

  Rents have increased in Damascus, ranging from SYP 50,000 in the centre to SYP 
30,000 elsewhere.  In Qudsayya, renting an unfurnished home of around 60m

2
 costs 

SYP 20,000 per month. (AlWatan 2013/04/29)  

WASH 

 Water pumping in Damascus has fallen by 20%.  In collective IDP shelters it is 
common that between 50 and 70 people have to share one bathroom. (AlertNet 
2013/02/19, UNICEF 2013/02/08) 

Education 

 More than 2,000 former students of UNRWA schools in Yarmouk fled and are to take 
their exams at UNRWA’s Damascus Training Centre.  The increasing security risks 
have meant a relatively low attendance rate at UNRWA schools in the country, with 
families fearing sending their children to school. (UNRWA 2013/05/21) 

 As of 5 March, 20% of schools are damaged or being used as shelters and the 
student attendance rate has decreased to 85%. (UNICEF 2013/03/15) 

 

 Dar’a 

 

Conflict developments 

 In May, the regime intensified its military operations across the southern region while 
recapturing several strategic rebel strongholds. Shelling and clashes continued to be 
fierce in the city of Dar’a and countryside, specifically in Dar'a Al-Balad, Tafas, 
AlSheikh Meskeen, Busr Al-Harir Atman, Al Yarmouk Valley, Taseel, Naseeb, Oum 
Almayazin, Mzeireib, Nawa, Alma, Al Hrak, Al Shajara and Nafe'a. (Aljazeera 
2013/05/02, Aljazeera 2013/05/05, Aljazeera 2013/05/09, Aljazeera 2013/05/13, SANA 
2013/05/18) 

 After 2 days of heavy fighting, the SAF re-took Kherbet Ghazaleh, the strategic town 
in Dar'a situated in the Hauran Plain near the Damascus-Jordan highway – which was 
an important trade route between the Gulf, Turkey and Europe.  Government forces 
also retook the southern border towns of Tal Shihab, Dalaa and Sahem Al Golan.  
The FSA was said to dominate police stations on the border and military checkpoints 
in Dar'a Al-Balad. (Jordan Times 2013/05/14, Daily Star 2013/05/08, Al-akhbar 2013/05/09, 
Assafir 2013/05/10, Daily Star 2013/05/13, Aljazeera 2013/05/22, Aljazeera 2013/05/24) 

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: Shelling could be heard at a distance from 

Dar’a camp, with the refugees seeking temporary shelter with host families in 
surrounding areas and villages. (UNRWA 2013/05/10) 

Humanitarian access  

 The border with Jordan remains inaccessible due to insecurity in the area, and the 
main road was inaccessible due to conflict along the route. (UNRWA 2013/05/10) 

Displacement 

 180,000 IDPs were reported to be in Dar’a in April (up from around 86,000 IDPs 
February). Other sources had indicated 200,000 IDPs in March. (OCHA 2013/04/26, 
MoLA 2013/03/10)  

 

Population figures Dar’a 

2011 Gov. records 1,126,000 
2004 census  843,478 
Palestinian 
refugees 

>28,000 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 283,300 
IDPs (OCHA) 180,000 

Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d., OCHA/SARC 2013,  
MoLA 2013/03, OCHA 2013/04/26 

Information Gaps 

       

http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/damascus-districts-shelled-students-arrested-ngo
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Bi%20weekly%20Humanitarian%20sitrep%2C%20Syria%2C%20Jordan%2C%20Lebanon%2C%20Iraq%20%26%20Turkey%2C%2007%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-complex-emergency-fact-sheet-6-fiscal-year-fy-2013
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/eha/documents/Syria_sitrep_8_212013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/regular-press-briefing-information-service-syria
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=797
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http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/typhoid-breaks-out-in-rebel-held-eastern-syria-who
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http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unrwa-students-syria-continue-education-despite-violence
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-schools-damaged-or-used-shelters-5-mar-2013
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/3de55be2-bf60-49d8-b209-f7c1b14a52c4
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/3de55be2-bf60-49d8-b209-f7c1b14a52c4
http://aljazeera.net/news/pages/155278f1-f0cd-4faf-841e-0a5a35bcf824
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/07778bbb-e192-48a4-a48f-8f575be24b51
http://aljazeera.net/news/pages/84d81d88-2bff-4e28-ab23-16d380790591
http://sana.sy/eng/21/2013/05/18/482682.htm
http://sana.sy/eng/21/2013/05/18/482682.htm
http://jordantimes.com/syrian-crackdown-drives-1300-refugees-into-jordan-on-monday
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-08/216289-assads-forces-capture-strategic-town-in-southern-syria.ashx#axzz2SUuAbk9E
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182683
http://www.assafir.com/Article.aspx?EditionId=2456&ChannelId=59134&ArticleId=571&Author=
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-13/216892-syrian-troops-take-full-control-of-strategic-town.ashx#axzz2T9bIOVRR
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/2a43391b-4ea3-4bdc-b9a4-79ee8bde6fd4
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/26f98f62-4703-418f-8515-35ecd19e170b
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2046%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2046%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1574
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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Needs 

Refugees crossing into Jordan report needs as: 

 Protection: from the conflict 

 Shelter: including host family support 

 Health: access to medical treatment and medicines 

  Food: high prices and low availability of food  

  NFIs: fuel for heating & cooking 

Sector information  

Protection  

 Until 17 May around 1,600 Syrians a day crossed to Jordan  from Dar'a.  At the end of 
May, the number fell almost to zero.  The reasons for this are unconfirmed. While 
some state that the border is closed, the Government of Jordan stated that the 
borders remain open but Syrians cannot cross because of the heavy fighting on the 
Syrian side.  Thousands of refugees are trapped in the border villages of Nasib and 
Tel Shehab. (Daily Star 2013/05/22, NRC 2013/05/24, Daily Star 2013/05/27) 

 Protection of civilians from threat to life is reportedly the most acute need in Dar’a, 
especially for IDPs and refugees in transit towards the Jordanian border with evidence 
emerging of IDPs being targeted en route to the border.  (OCHA 2013/03) 

Health 

 6 out of 9 hospitals are partially damaged and 31 of 96 health centres are either 
partially (16) or entirely damaged (15).  However, there are serious difficulties in 
delivering medicines, vaccines and medical equipment to hospitals and health 
facilities, referral services have broken down and only one ambulance operates in the 
governorate. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30, (WHO 2013/01/18, Other sources 2013/03) 

 Many injured are treated in makeshift or local hospitals; although reports of patients 
being detained by regime combatants drive some to seek healthcare in Jordan.  3-5% 
of new arrivals at the Jordanian border require treatment for trauma injuries. (UNHCR 
2013/03/14, IOM 2013/03)   

Livelihoods and Food Security 

 There has been no reported change in the livelihoods or food security situation in 
May. 

Shelter 

 Severe damage or destruction of many family homes and important infrastructure has 
been reported in Dar’a city, Da'el, Hrak and Tafs but remains moderate elsewhere. 
(UNICEF 2013/01/09, Other sources 2013/03) 

Education 

 with 34% of schools in Dar'a are damaged or used as shelters and some are 
occupied by armed groups. (UNICEF 2013/03/15, Other sources 2013/03)   

Deir-ez-Zor 

 

Conflict developments: 

 As in previous months, Deir-ez-Zor governorate witnessed intensified shelling and 
clashes.  Bombing of several neighbourhoods of Deir-ez-Zor city continued, including 
on Hamidieh, Sheikh Yaseen and Rusafa districts.  Al M'allak bridge which links the 
city to the countryside was bombed, as were Moh-Hassan city, Mraba'ieh town and 
other areas in the countryside.  Violent clashes between the FSA and the Government 
forces also took place in and around the military airport.  The FSA shot down a 
helicopter in the countryside on 5 May. (Aljazeera 2013/05/02, Aljazeera 2013/05/03, 
Aljazeera 2013/05/05, Aljazeera 2013/05/09, Al-akhbar 2013/05/15, Al Jazeera 2013/03/22) 

 Rebels control a large part of Deir-ez-Zor governorate. In March, air-strikes and 
shelling hit the city of Deir-ez-Zor. Anti-Government groups captured the vital 
Siyasiyeh Bridge across the Euphrates River in February, cutting off the main regime 
supply route to the adjoining province of Al-Hassakeh.  The opposition controls four 
out of five major oil wells in Deir-er-Zor.  Government forces still control 3 
neighbourhoods in western Deir-ez-Zor, including the military airport and key 
intelligence and security bases. (AFP 2013/02/19, AFP 2013/02/10, UNICEF 2012/12/07, 
AFP 2012/11/25, AFP 2012/11/20, AFP 2012/12/03) 

Humanitarian access  

 Humanitarian access in Deir-ez-Zor is primarily hampered by interference into 
humanitarian activities by powerful groups or persons, restriction of movement and 

active hostilities. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

 

Information Gaps 

       

Population figures Deir-ez-Zor 

2011 Gov. records 1,692,000 
2004 census 1,004,747 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 
Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 325,500 
IDPs (OCHA) 283,200 
IDPs (J-RANS II) 385,400 

 
Sources : CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d , J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 
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Displacement 

  385,400 IDPs were identified in the 14 sub-districts with every sub-district hosting a 
considerable number of IDPs (between 7,000 and 30,000).  Over 200,000 IDPs were 
in Deir-ez-Zor city.  OCHA estimates that around 285,000 IDPs were in Deir-ez-Zor 
governorate as at 16 April. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:      325,500 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:                1,936,919 
 

Number of people living in areas in need in Deir-ez-Zor governorate 

 
 
 
Please note that above figures reflect the status in the 14 (of 14) sub-districts assessed.  

Priorities 

 

Sector information 

 Health 

 An outbreak of Leishmaniasis is on-going and a high number of unconfirmed typhoid 
cases were reported.  With 6 hospitals in Deir-ez-Zor (out of 7 total hospitals) either 
partially damaged or out of service, only limited resources are available to address 
and prevent these diseases.  1 hospital is only treating military personnel.  19 out of 
105 health centres are out of service. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, MoH 2012/12/13, WHO 
2013/04/10, WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 The population uses primitive methods to refine oil, leading to respiratory diseases 
and skin infections. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 As well as lack of medicine and available health facilities, the lack of ambulances was 
cited as a problem.  Medicines, health facilities, medical staff and equipment were the 
three main interventions urgently required as perceived by the key informants in areas 
assessed during the J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

WASH 

 Pollution of water sources by crude oil has been observed throughout the 
governorate.  Local water boards have been unable to treat water due to the lack of 
treatment materials such as chlorine and aluminium phosphate and water filters are 
an urgently needed priority intervention.  A lack of centralised treatment and a lack of 
fuel to boil water at home are further decreasing water quality. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22)  

 Destruction of infrastructure and electricity cuts has severely damaged water supply 
and, according to UNICEF, Deir-ez-Zor is one of the six governorates in the country 
where access to water and sanitation is ‘severely limited’. In some localities of Deir-
ez-Zor, water provision has decreased by 90% and a lack of fuel to operate the 
system is a main problem affecting water availability. (UNICEF 2013/02/08, J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

Protection 

 Violence against civilians was a main protection concern identified during the J-RANS 
II. Frustration, recruitment of children into armed groups, UXOs and hazardous  
labour are other protection concerns. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Deir-ez-Zor contains the largest fuel reserves in Syria. Tribes have taken over control 
of oil-fields and engage in set up smuggling and trade of oil. As the European Union 
has lifted sanctions on Syrian oil it is expected that the control over oil infrastructure 
will increasingly cause friction among tribes and armed groups.  (Guardian 2013/04/02, 
Al-Akhbar 2013/05/11, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Hazardous child labour was a high protection concern mentioned by key informants in 
some areas of Deir-ez-Zor. In Ashara sub-district, most of the children who are not 
going to school were reported to work in filtering crude oil. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Al Qa’im border crossing, the only official border crossing into Iraq for a distance of 
400km, remains closed, although some of the sick or wounded are allowed to cross 
the border seeking medical assistance. (MSF 2013/03/07, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Priority 

J-RANS II  

(March/April 2013, 14 sub-districts) 

J-RANS I* 

(February 2013,  4 sub-districts) 

Very high  Health  

High  Health, WASH, shelter and 

NFI 

Intermediate  WASH, protection Food security 

Low  Food security, nutrition, shelter 

and NFIR 

 

Very low  Education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 
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Livelihoods and Food security 

 Although the average price of bread is among the lowest of all J-RANS II assessed 
governorates (71 SYP for unsubsidised bread, 24 SYP for subsidised bread), the 
price of staple foods and the lack of financial resources remain the major obstacles in 
accessing food. In addition, the lack of cooking fuel was identified as an issue. Food 
baskets, flour, fuel for cooking and cash grants were mentioned as main priorities for 
intervention. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Local tribes and militants are currently controlling four out of five oil fields in the 
governorate and are selling the raw material to local communities, who in turn refine it 
before it is sold. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, Guardian 2013/04/02, Daily Star 2013/04/10, Al-
Akhbar 2013/05/11) 

Nutrition 

 Similar to other governorates, the lack of financial resources and high cost of infant 
formula were perceived as the main problem with regards to infant feeding, followed 
by a lack of infant formula in the markets and inability of women to breastfeed due to 
lack of food for themselves.  Baby milk and baby nutrition were identified as very high 
priorities by key informants and nutrition for mothers and cash grants as intermediate 

priorities. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Shelter and NFI 

 22% of private buildings and 34% of public infrastructure in the governorate has been 
damaged or destroyed. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Although the governorate produces a significant amount of fuel, the lack of cooking 
fuel was identified as one of the major issues affecting access to food. This could be 
explained by the fact that a large amount of the refined oil is smuggled into Turkey, 
where prices are significantly higher. (Jordan times 2013/05/14, J-RANS II) 

Education 

 Compared to the rest of the country, education infrastructure has only been 
moderately affected: around 5% of schools in Deir-ez-Zor have been damaged or 
used as shelters according to UNICEF. (UNICEF 2013/03/15)  However, of the 978 
schools in J-RANS II assessed districts, only 383 were functional during the 
assessment (40%). (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Although education was categorised as a low priority, supporting children to return to 
school was mentioned as an urgent protection intervention, presumably because 
recruitment of children into armed groups was often mentioned as a concern. (J-RANS 
II 2013/05/22) 

 

 

Hama  

 
 

Conflict developments: 

 Conflicts in Hama between the armed groups and the regime forces remain severe 
and several villages were shelled in May. 

 At the start of May, residential buildings were bombed in Al Masha’ district in Hama 
city. In rural Hama, aerial bombardment of Kafr Nbouda and Kafr Zaita took place on 
May 3. It was reported that the FSA attacked six security checkpoints and a regime 
battalion in Hama on May 5, and was able to take control of Al Jalama checkpoint 
after clashes with regime forces. The villages of Taiba, Alisem, Khafseen, Al-Magheer 
and Kafr Nabbudah were shelled. On May 20, after fierce fighting, Syrian troops 
declared full control of Halfaya after two weeks of heavy fighting in and around the 
town. Several armed fighters took control of the villages Atlaishe and Villus, Alzoghbe, 
Sha'tah, and Bleil in eastern rural Hama. (Al Jazeera 2013/05/03, Aljazeera 2013/05/02, Al 
Jazeera 2013/05/09) 

 Syrian troops fought anti-Government forces on May 11 in a bid to take back a key 
supply route linking Hama to Aleppo. Rebels cut off the so-called Desert Road on May 
9. The army had been using it as its main supply route to Aleppo province, large 
swathes of which are under insurgent control. (AFP 2013/05/11, Al Akhbar 2013/05/20) 

 Palestinian refugee camp: Clashes were reported in the vicinity of the camp, and 

one refugee was killed by stray gunfire. (UNRWA 2013/05/26) 

Humanitarian access  

 Operational constraints in Hama are significant, with active hostilities and restriction of 
movement for relief agencies the main factors hampering access. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 227,800 IDPs were staying in 10 sub-districts, the majority in Hama city (175,000). 
According to OCHA, 284,300 people were displaced inside the governorate. (J-RANS 
II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 

Information Gaps 

     
 

 

Population figures Hama 

2011 Gov. records  2,113,000 

2004 census 1,384,953 

Palestinian refugees 8,000 

Other refugees Unknown 

Migrants Unknown 

Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 320,000 

IDPs (OCHA)        
IDPs (J-RANS II) 

284,300      
227,800 

 

Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  UNRWA 

n.d, J-RANS II 2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 
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In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:      320,000 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:            1,459,950 
 

Number of people living in areas in need in Hama governorate 

 
 
Please note that above figures reflects the situation in the 10 sub-districts assessed (out of 
22 in Hama).  

Priorities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sector information 

Health 

 Next to medicines, ambulances and medical equipment were identified as priorities for 
intervention by key informants.  In 1 sub-district assessed, Madiq Castle, local 
sources stated that people were dying at the time of the assessment due to the health 
situation. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 4 out of 6 hospitals are partially damaged or out of service in the governorate. 30 
health centres out of 163 are also reported to be partially damaged or out of service. 
(WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

Protection  

 Violence against civilians and mistreatment of detainees were two main protection 
concerns identified during the J-RANS II. Safe places to live and interventions aimed 
at the protection of civilians were mentioned by key informants as main interventions 
urgently required. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Food security 

 There is a lack of flour in the governorate, affecting operation of bakeries. Flour was 
identified as a very high priority for intervention. Food baskets, fuel for cooking and 
cash grants were other priority interventions identified by key informants in the 
governorate. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Nutrition 

 Milk for children, cash grants, nutrition for mothers, and baby nutrition were identified 
as key priorities for intervention. Children under 5 years are the most at risk, 
according to the key informants. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

WASH 

 WASH is not a high priority problem in Hama. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Shelter and NFI 

 Of those assessed under the J-RANS II, Hama is the most affected governorate in 
terms of damage to or destruction of shelter. As much as 66% of private buildings 
were damaged or destroyed, according to key informants in the assessed sub-
districts. 65% of public infrastructure was damaged or destroyed. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

Education 

 The number of damaged and used-as-shelters schools in Hama was 18% in March 
according to UNICEF. In the assessed governorates during the J-RANS II, 11% of 
schools were no longer functioning. (UNICEF 2013/03/15, UNICEF 2013/03/15)   

 

 

 

Priority 

J-RANS II  

(March/April 2013, 10 sub-districts) 

 

Very high    

High Health, protection  

Intermediate  Food security, nutrition  

Low  WASH, Shelter and NFI  

Very low  Education  

 Information Gaps 
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Homs 

 

Conflict developments: 

 In May, the fighting in Homs was dominated by the battle for Qusair, with recapturing 

the city reportedly the key current objective for the Government.  Qusair lies along 

a strategic land corridor linking Damascus with the coast - the heartland of Assad's 
Alawite sect.  Qusair, a mostly Sunni town, has served as a conduit for shipments of 
weapons and supplies smuggled from Lebanon to opposition forces within Syria.  The 
Government lost control of Qusair over a year ago, but has subjected it to daily 

shelling and frequent aerial bombardment. (Al Jazeera 2013/05/21, Daily Star 2013/05/09, 

AFP 2013/05/13)  

 Lebanese Hezbollah fighters backed the Government forces in the bid for Qusair. On 
May 13, Syrian troops captured villages Western Dumayna, Haidariyeh and Esh al-
Warwar in the strategic Qusair area, allowing them to cut supply lines to rebels inside 
Qusair town.  On May 20, the Syrian Army seized control over large parts of the town 
after taking control of most of the villages in western and southern rural Qusair, and 

part of the north.  Opposition forces were besieged inside the town. By May 27, pro-

Government forces reportedly controlled 80% of the town and heavy fighting 
continued. (Al Akhbar 2013/05/20 ,AFP 2013/05/13 , Daily Star 2013/05/09, Daily Star 
2013/05/27) 

 Government forces recaptured a strategic central rebel-held neighbourhood 
in Homs city on May 2. The army entered Wadi al-Sayeh after five days of fighting, 
driving a wedge between the rebel-held neighbourhoods of Khaldiyeh and the Homs 
Old City. (Daily Star 2013/05/03) 

 Palestinian refugee camp: The camp remains calm with all facilities open. One 

refugee was reportedly kidnapped from the camp whilst going to work outside the 
camp. He was later found dead, leading to some demonstrations following the funeral. 
(UNRWA 2013/05/26) 

 

 

Humanitarian access  

 Although cross-line deliveries are rare, a UN inter-agency mission delivered relief 
items to Talbisseh in May, 25 km north of Homs. (UNHCR 2013/04/17) 

Displacement 

 According to April estimates from OCHA, 355,800 are considered IDPs in the 
governorate, while in February MoLA estimated that over than 495,000 IDPs were 
residing in the governorate. (OCHA 2013/04/26,MoLA 2013/03/10)  

 Tear Malah, located eight kilometers to the north of Homs, hosts 18,000 displaced 
Syrians, originally from areas in northern Rural Homs, including Rastan, Talbisseh, 
Dar Kbereh, and Hassuiea. Most displaced persons are hosted by the local 
community; seven schools host a further 300 displaced while some Syrians stay in 
unfinished buildings. (UNHCR 2013/05/08) 

 In Houla, the current estimated population is about 70,000, half of whom are 
displaced. (UN News Service 2013/05/14) 

Needs 

 A UN joint mission to Homs in January found that 700,000 people across the 
governorate were severely affected and 420,000 people, half of them children, need 
immediate humanitarian assistance. (UNICEF 2013/02/01, OCHA/SARC 2013/01) 

Sector information  

Shelter 

 As of May 8, Tear Malah had been without power for 45 days and without water for 66 
days. (UNHCR 2013/05/08) 

 The heavy fighting and air-raids which occurred in the city of Homs and several towns 
in the governorate have damaged and destroyed a large part of the infrastructure.  In 
the heavily contested Baba Amr neighbourhood, UNICEF estimated at the start of the 
year that as many as two thirds of the buildings have been damaged, while others 
have collapsed completely.  Authorities estimate the damages at $33 million. (UNICEF 
2013/01/15, AFP 2013/02/18) 

Protection 

 Shortly after the start of the uprising, tensions in Homs grew between members of the 
Sunni Muslim community and minorities living in the city, particularly Alawite and Shi’a 
Muslims. Kidnappings and tit-for-tat killings are reportedly on the increase and some 
Alawites who are living in Sunni areas state they were driven from their homes. 
(Amnesty 2013/03/14, AlertNet 2013/03/18) 

Health 

 Houla village had been almost completely cut off for many months and there is a 
critical shortage of medical supplies in the four partially functioning health facilities. 
Major illnesses reported included upper respiratory infections, scabies, lice, diarrhoea, 
and some mental illnesses. Water supplies were limited and there was no fuel to 
power water systems. Nurses reported seeing increasing numbers of children with 
signs of malnutrition. (UN News Service 2013/05/14) 

Population figures Homs 
2011 Gov. records 2,147,000 
2004 census  1,529,402 
Palestinian refugees >22,000 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 

 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 625,000 
IDPs (OCHA)                355,800 

 
Sources : CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d, J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 
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 In Tear Malah, most of the local doctors have fled the town and there is lack of 

medicine or no medicine at all to treat patients. (UNHCR 2013/05/08) 

 9 out of 12 public hospitals in Homs are out of service or partially damaged, in 
addition to 23 out of 200 health centres partially damaged or out of service (12%).  
This is double the amount of out-of-service centres on a national level.  Due to the 
non-functional health centres, the local population is facing great difficulty in obtaining 
essential healthcare assistance.  Due to the increasing number of patients, the 
resources of health facilities still functioning are rapidly being depleted and serious 
shortages of medicine and medical equipment have been reported.  Around 50% of 
Homs doctors have left, along with other medical personnel.  Communities in the 
conflict-affected areas of Bab Amer and Asheria are facing difficulties in accessing 
health care because of security constraints and the non-functional public health 
centres. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30, WHO 2012/09/11, UNFPA 2012/10/16, UNHCR 2012/11/30, 
WHO 2013/01/18, WHO 2013/01/23) 

WASH 

 Solid waste collection and disposal has been severely disrupted in parts of Homs and 
solid waste management represents a growing health concern. (OCHA 2013/05/20) 

 Destruction of infrastructure and electricity cuts have severely damaged water supply 
and according to UNICEF, Deir-ez-Zor is one of the six governorates in the country 
where access to water and sanitation is “severely limited”. (UNICEF 2013/02/08) 

Livelihoods and food security 

 WFP field monitors noted the critical need for food, especially wheat flour, in all of the 
areas visited in Homs. According to the communities interviewed, the area has not 
received wheat flour for over a year due to ongoing fighting. (WFP 2013/05/17) 

 Vegetable, fruit and olive production declined significantly in Homs, including a 60% 
drop in vegetable production. The production of poultry has also been severely hit 
with major farms destroyed. (FAO 2013/01/23) 

Education  

 A significant part of the education infrastructure in Homs has been severely affected 
by the conflict.  18% of education facilities was found damaged or are being used as 
shelters for IDPs in Marach and over 20 educational staff have been killed. 
Attendance rates are at 80%. Education officials in Homs say that about 50% of 
students in schools are displaced children. Those schools that are still functioning are 
accommodating 100 or more children per classroom.  (UNICEF 2013/02/22, UNICEF 
2013/02/11, UNICEF 2013/02/01, MoE 2012/12/12, (UNICEF 2013/03/15)) 

 In Houla 31 out of 41 schools were damaged and none of the approximately 25,000 

school-aged children in the area had followed classes for over two years. (UNICEF 

2013/02/08) 

 

 

 

 

 Idleb  

 
 

Conflict developments: 

 Clashes were renewed in Idleb and the intensity of fighting continues to be high. 
Shelling took place on Kooreen, Ma'arrit Tamsrin, Saraqib, Naireb, Sarmin, Kminas, 
Bennesh, Abul Thohur (Idleb), Al Zawya Mountain including Al-Arbaayen villages 
(Ariha). Villages of Darkoush, Douer al-Akrad, Al-Doysat and Al-Kania Al-Shougr and 
Al Najeyah in Jisr Al Shghoor were also bombed in addition to villages in Ma'arrit 
Annu'man. (Al-akhbar 2013/05/11, Al-akhbar 2013/05/10 Aljazeera 2013/05/02, Aljazeera 
2013/05/07, Aljazeera 2013/05/09, Al Jazeera 2013/05/15, SANA 2013/05/18) 

 Capturing of army checkpoints and military bases by anti-Government forces continue 
in Idleb. The FSA attacked several military bases, such as Abo Al-Thuhur military 
airport, Al Shabiba military camp (Naireb) and Kroom and Ein Sheib checkpoints. The 
FSA also attacked Al Karmeed military camp, eastern Ariha, Al Mastuma military 
camp and the central prison in Idleb.(Aljazeera 2013/05/09Aljazeera 2013/05/07 Aljazeera 
2013/05/05, Aljazeera 2013/05/13, SANA 2013/05/16) 

 In April, the SAF regained control over Wadi Al Daif military camp, which was 
captured by anti-Government groups in October. The camp is a on a strategic location 
between Damascus and Aleppo. (Al-akhbar 2013/05/11) 

 
Humanitarian access  
 During the J-RANS II the following issues were identified as constraining relief 

operations in Idleb: active hostilities, restriction of movement, interference into 
humanitarian activities, restrictions and obstructions for beneficiaries to access aid, 
violence against relief agencies personnel, facilities and assets and the presence of 
mines and explosives. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

 

Information Gaps 

 

       

Population figures Idleb 

2011 Gov. records  2,072,000 
2004 census 1,258,427 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 
Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 430,000 
IDPs (OCHA) 300,600 

IDPs (J-RANS II) 880,050 

IDPs in camps (WFP) 25,000 
 
Sources : CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d , UNRWA 2012/12/16, J-
RANS II 2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 
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Displacement 

 Over 880,000 IDPs were identified in 21 sub-districts during the J-RANS II, 550,000 of 
them are residing in the city of Idleb. OCHA estimates are significantly lower: 300,600 
IDPs by 16 April. It is unclear where this discrepancy comes from. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 There is a high concentration of IDPs in the governorate. In sub-districts assessed 
during the J-RANS II, it was reported by key informants that IDPs accounted for more 
than 40% of the population, while in other governorates, apart from Ar-Raqqa, 
assessed IDPs formed less than 25% of the population. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 There are at least 8 IDP camps in Idleb governorate, of which the total population is 
estimated at around 50,000 IDPs. The largest IDP camp is Athmeh, with an estimated 
28,000 IDPs, while the smallest camps (Aqqrabat and Al Salame) host some 600 
IDPs each. (ACU 2013/05) 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:      430,000 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:            2,016,319 

Number of people living in areas in need in Idleb governorate 

 

 

Please note that above figures reflects the situation in the 21 sub-districts assessed (out of 
26 in Idleb).  

 

 

 

 

 

Priorities 

 

Priorities IDP camps - ACU 2013/05 

Priority 

J-RANS II  

(March/April 2013, 21 sub- districts) 

J-RANS I* 

(February 2013, 13  sub-districts) 

Very high   Food security 

High Health, food security Health, WASH 

Intermediate  WASH  

Low  Nutrition, protection, shelter 

and NFI 

Shelter and NFI 

Very low  Education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 

Al 

Karameh 

Aqqrabat Bab al 

Hawa 

Bab al 

Hawa 

(Low) 

Karameh 

 

Al Nasr El 

Salame 

       
Sanitation Health Health WASH Sanitation Food Sanitation 
Health NFI WASH Health Health Sanitation NFI 
Food Food NFI Food Food Health Food 
 

Sector information 

Health 

 Similar to the other governorates, medicines were perceived as the main priority for 
intervention by key informants interviewed during the assessment.  Health facilities 
are a high priority as well.  At the start of the year, NGOs reported that 6 hospitals 
(including private and field hospitals) are functioning in the governorate, although 

many have been damaged by aerial bombing. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Of the 8 camps assessed in the governorate, only 3 had medical points on-site.  
Doctors occasionally visit some of the other camps.  Reported health concerns 
include diarrhoea, skin disease, Leishmaniasis and respiratory diseases. (ACU 
2013/05) 

 In Idleb, 2 out of 4 hospitals are out of service, but only 9 out of 115 health centres 
are either partially damaged or out of service. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 
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http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report


Page 34 of 41 

Food security 

 In Idleb, the average price for unsubsidised bread was the highest among all 
governorates assessed at 97 SYP per bag of bread.  Subsidised bread stood at 24 
SYP.  Food baskets and flour were identified as urgent intervention priorities in the 
assessed J-RANS II sub-districts. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 In all camps, apart from Al Salame, bread distribution takes place. However, the 
quantity delivered during these distributions is insufficient and limited other food 
distribution takes place. In Athmeh, there is a large kitchen which supplies food once 
a day for all camp residents. Most camps have a communal kitchen. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

WASH 

 Repairing the water system and fuel for water pumps were intermediate priorities for 
intervention as mentioned by key informants. With regards to sanitation, garbage 
collection was mentioned as a required intervention. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Nutrition 

 Baby milk and nutrition for mothers who are breastfeeding were identified as the main 
priorities for intervention by the key informants, followed by baby nutrition and cash 
grants. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Protection  

 Specific protection concerns identified in Idleb are the protection of civilians, lack of 
law and order and UXOs. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 In most camps assessed, camp management is closely aligned with an armed group. 
In the majority of the camps assessed, no guns are allowed inside the premises. Only 
Athmeh camp was reported to have programs aimed at the protection needs of 
vulnerable groups.   

 As camps are built on private land, tensions between the landowners and IDPs can 
arise. In Athmeh camp, for instance, the owner does not allow the establishment of 
latrines in certain areas. Only two camps reported to have a rental agreement with the 
landowner.  

 IDP camp Bab Al Hawa was bombed twice, on 12 February 2013 and on 30 April. 
During the most recent attack, more than half of the camp population fled to other 
areas, primarily to Athmeh camp.   

Shelter and NFI 

 41% of private buildings have been damaged or destroyed and the lack of access to 
adequate shelter was identified as a pressing concern. 45% of public infrastructure 
such as schools and health centres was damaged or destroyed. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 All IDP camps are reportedly overcrowded and the available tents are often of poor 
quality. In Taiba, a large number of IDPs are reportedly residing outside of the camp, 
without access to proper shelter. 

 Electricity is only available in two IDP camps assessed – Aqqrabat and Bab Al 
Hawa and only for a limited number of hours a day – 6 and 3 hours respectively.  

 IDPs who fled Bab Al Hawa camp to Athmeh camp after the bombing reportedly do 
not have access to adequate shelter in Athmeh camp.  

Education 

 Education has been severely disrupted in Idleb: 60% of schools in the governorate 
were damaged or used as shelters as of 5 March 2013 according to UNICEF. This 
was confirmed during the J-RANS II, as 56% of schools in assessed areas were no 
longer functional. (UNICEF 2013/03/15, UNICEF 2013/03/15, J-RANS II 2013/05/22)  

 In 3 out of 8 IDP camps, schools have been established. (ACU 2013/05) 

Information Gaps 
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Lattakia 

 

Conflict developments: 

 The situation in Lattakia city remains widely calm, despite the heavy clashes that 
continue in rural Lattakia, including in Al-Akrad and Turkman mountains and Salma 
and Rabi'a regions, which are under control of the FSA. (Assafir 2013/05/04, Al-akhbar 
2013/04/30, Aljazeera 2013/05/07, SANA 2013/05/16) 

 The governorate is the ancestral home of President al-Assad's family and the Alawite 
sect, and the majority of the governorate is under Government control. The rebels 
claim they have made gains in recent months, capturing many Alawite-dominated 
villages in Lattakia, but have struggled to dislodge regime forces from positions in the 
mountains. (Jordan Times 2013/05/04,MSF 2013/01/17, Daily Telegraph 2013/01/08) 

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: the unofficial camp in Lattakia, which hosts 

more than 10,000 Palestinian refugees, has seen a marked increase in army 
presence around the camp. (UNRWA 2013/03/01, UNRWA n.d.) 

Humanitarian access  

 In the areas assessed during the J-RANS II, humanitarian access was severely 
constrained, primarily due to restriction of movement for relief agencies, active 
hostilities affecting humanitarian assistance and violence against relief agency 
personnel, facilities and assets. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 OCHA indicates that there were around 70,000 IDPs in Lattakia by 16 April. According 
to the J-RANS II 75,800, IDPs were residing in 7 sub-districts assessed, most of them 
in Lattakia city.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 There is at least one IDP camp in Lattakia, Yamadia. This camp hosts over 11,000 
IDPs and around 750 IDPs are residing in surrounding areas. (ACU 2013/05) 

Needs 

Number of people in need OCHA:      165,400  
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:     14,550   

Number of people living in areas in need in Lattakia governorate 

 
 

Please note that above figures reflects the situation in the 7 (of 22) assessed sub-districts.  

Priorities 

 
Priorities IDP camp - ACU 2013/05 
1. Access to water  
2. Health  
3. Food 

Population figures Lattakia 

2011 Gov. records  1,229,000 

2004 census 879,551 

Palestinian refugees >10,000 

Other refugees Unknown 

Migrants Unknown 

 

Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 165,400 

IDPs (OCHA) 70,000 

IDPs (J-RANS) 75,800 

 

Sources : CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d. J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26   

Priority 

J-RANS II  

(March/April 2013, 7 sub-districts) 

J-RANS I* 

(February 2013, 5 sub-districts) 

Very high  Food security Food security, health 

High Health  

Intermediate  Nutrition, shelter and NFI Shelter and NFI 

Low  Protection WASH 

Very low  WASH, Education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 
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Sector information 

Food security 

 During the J-RANS I, it was found that Lattakia governorate was only moderately 
affected by the conflict and was regularly supplied with food products. However, food 
security was identified as an urgent priority in the few sub-districts assessed during 
the J-RANS II. Food baskets and flour were mentioned as high priorities for 
intervention. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, J-RANS 2013/02/17) 

 Lattakia is for the most part Government controlled and this can explain the limited 
price increase for subsidised bread – on average 23 SYP, compared to 15 SYP 
before the crisis. Unsubsidised bread averaged 78 SYP in sub-districts assessed 
during the J-RANS II assessment. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Monthly food baskets are delivered to the IDP camp and surrounding areas, which 
adequately meets the needs of the IDPs. However, camp residents were reportedly 
concerned about the sustainability of the food distribution because of nearby conflict 
affecting supply routes. (ACU 2013/05) 

 

Health  

 Although health infrastructure throughout the governorate has remained largely intact, 
the lack of medicines and health equipment is hampering access to healthcare. (J-
RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 2 hospitals in Lattakia are partially damaged and 1 is out of service out of the 6 total 
hospitals. There are 3 partially damaged and 6 out service health centres out of 118 
in total. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 There were no significant health concerns reported by the IDPs in camp during the 
camp assessment, although cases of skin disease and diarrhoea were frequently 
reported. The main concern of the medical staff in the camp was the lack of capacity 
to deal with serious medical conditions such as cancer in the area. (ACU 2013/05) 

Nutrition 

 The lack of baby milk and nutrition is a concern that was mentioned as an urgent 
priority intervention by key informants, as well as cash grants and nutrition for 
mothers. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

Shelter and NFI  

 The large majority of the around 75,000 IDPs identified were residing in vacated 
buildings (51,750), and only 3,000 were living in collective centres. The remainder 
(21,800) were hosted by local families. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 46% of public infrastructure and 51% of the private buildings assessed under J-RANS 
II were damaged or destroyed. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) However, as only a small 
number of sub-districts were assessed, this high figure is not illustrative of the rest of 
the governorate.   

 Within the IDP camp, tents are reportedly of poor quality and there are problems with 

drainage. Most IDPs were noted to have mattresses and blankets. (ACU 2013/05) 

 

Protection 

 Psychosocial support was mentioned as a very high priority for intervention, followed 
by the presence of UXO. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 
 

WASH 

 WASH is reportedly not a concern in the governorate. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 IDPs residing in and around the Yamadia camp most receive the majority or all of 
their water from the nearby river. This river is expected to run dry in the summer and 
alternative solutions are urgently required. (ACU 2013/05) 

 

Education 

 Although education was not identified as a concern, 60% of schools were reportedly 
no longer functional and in one sub-district assessed, attendance rates were as low 
as 5%. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Information Gaps 
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Quneitra  
  

 

Conflict  

 In general, the situation in Quneitra is not exposed to severe fighting as in other 
governorates. However, some incidents of clashes and shelling were reported in May. 

 On 21 May, Syria said its troops destroyed an Israeli vehicle that crossed into its 
territory from the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. Shortly afterwards, Israeli forces 
fired two rockets towards Syrian troops, without causing any casualties, according to 
Syria. This marks the first time since the start of the crisis that Syria's armed forces 
have said they targeted Israel's military. Israel said the incident took place on its side 
of the Golan ceasefire line, that the vehicle was damaged but not destroyed, none of 
its soldiers were hurt and they returned fire. The clash highlighted the potential for 

renewed conflict along the frontline. (Reuters 2013/05/21) 
 Three UN military observers were taken hostage for 5 hours by an unknown armed 

group in the Golan Heights on May 15. This came after four Filipino peacekeepers 
were kidnapped and held for five days by the rebel Yarmouk Martyrs' Brigade then 
released on May 11. The same rebel group held 21 Filipino peacekeepers for three 
days in March. (Reuters 2013/05/16) 

 Early May saw clashes in villages in rural Quneitra near to the occupied Golan 

Heights. The regular army withdrew from Ain Zeker adjacent to Al Kaid area of the 
Golan on May 8. (Al Jazeera 2013/05/08, Al Saffir 2013/05/09)  

 Quneitra contains part of the contested Golan Heights, a large part of which is 
controlled by Israel. Clashes began in early November 2012, when the Syrian 
Army clashed with insurgents in several towns and villages in the governorate. 
Israel became involved on 11 November 2012 when mortar shells from Syria landed 
near an Israeli military outpost in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, responding by 
firing ‘warning shots’ into Syria.  Anti-Government groups have seized control of the 
area north of Quneitra and the area to its east.  The armistice agreed upon in 1974 
prohibits the Syrian Government from engaging in military activity within the buffer 
zone that runs along the length of the Israeli border, limiting their options for 
response. (Guardian 2013/01/06, Associated Press 2012/11) 

 

Humanitarian access No governorate specific information available  

Displacement  

 Quneitra, which is sparsely populated, has only seen a limited amount of 
displacement – by April around 30,000 IDPs were residing in the Government. 15,000 
were reported as IDPs by MoLA in February. (OCHA 2013/04/26, MoLA 2013/03/10) 

Needs 

 Despite the fact that more than 50% of the population are estimated to be affected by 
the conflict, there is no public information available on the needs or location of those 
affected.  

 Sector information 

Education: 

 In March, 22% of the schools of Quneitra were either damaged or used as shelters. 

The students' attendance rates declined to 94%. (UNICEF 2013/03/15, UNICEF 

2013/03/15)  

Health: 

 The only one hospital in Quneitra remains fully functioning. 14 of 54 health centers 
are either partially or out of service. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Population figures Quneitra 

2011 Gov. records 489,000 
2004 census  66,627 
Palestinian refugees None 

reported 
Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 47,300 
IDPs  (OCHA) 30,000 

 
Sources: GeoHives 2010, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d ,OCHA 2013/04/26 
 

Information Gaps 
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Rural Damascus 

  

Conflict developments 

 The situation in rural Damascus continues to be highly intense in May.  
 On 5 May, Israeli warplanes struck targets in Damascus, unleashing a series of 

massive explosions. The attacks, which Israeli officials said targeted sophisticated 
missiles bound for Hezbollah, marked a sharp spike in Israel's involvement in Syria's 
civil war. The bombings were on 3 warehouses for weapons on Qasioun Mountain in 
the north, Maysaloon (centre Damascus) and Dimas in the northwest. (Al-akhbar 
2013/05/08, Daily Star 2013/05/05) 

 Aerial bombardment and clashes continue to be fierce in rural Damascus, such as in 
Daraya, Mo'damiyat Al Sham, Irbeen, Hazzah, Douma, Zamalka, Mliha, Harasta, Kfar 
Batna (eastern), Zabadani, Kalamoun, Yabroud, Al-Nabk, (north) and Beit Sahem, 
Huseinieh, Sayyeda Zainab, Bibilla, Khan Al Sheikh, Yalda, and Sbeineh (south). The 
international airport which is targeted continuously by the FSA suffered a huge 
explosion. (Al-akhbar 2013/05/04, Aljazeera 2013/05/05, Al-akhbar 2013/05/11  Aljazeera 
2013/05/13, Aljazeera 2013/05/16  SANA 2013/05/18, Aljazeera 2013/05/20) 

 The SAF is progressing in eastern Ghouta after surrounding the region and is said to 
have regained control of several towns in the vicinity, such as Otayba (in April), Al 
Abada, Kasya, Al Baharia town, and Jarba village. The control of the eastern side 
could create a line of control locking down the eastern entries to the city and closing 
off weapons supplies through the Jordanian border to the FSA. On the southern side, 
the SAF is said to control most parts of Daraya and is close to Mazzeh military airport, 
which is considered an important stronghold for the armed opposition in the 
countryside. The FSA took control of the Masakin Najha area near Al Husseinieh 
camp. (Daily Star 2013/05/03, Al-akhbar 2013/05/04, Al-akhbar 2013/05/15, SANA 2013/05/16, 
Al-akhbar 2013/05/13, Aljazeera 2013/05/10, Al-akhbar 2013/05/28)  

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: Camps in Yarmouk, Husseiniyeh, 

Khan Eshieh, Sbeineh and Sayyeda Zeinab in the south continue to witness clashes 
and shelling in their immediate vicinities, with hostilities occasionally spilling over into 
the camps themselves. Khan Al Sheih Palestinian camp, the second largest gathering 
of Palestinians after Yarmouk, is home to about 40,000 people and those displaced 

from Yarmouk. Fierce fighting is on-going after attempts by the FSA to transform the 
camp into a military base. (UNRWA 2013/05/06, UNRWA 2013/05/10, Al-akhbar 2013/05/04) 

Humanitarian access  

 Access to Sbeineh and Husseiniyeh camps is completely blocked off by security 
forces, and access to Khan Al Sheih is possible only occasionally. (UNRWA 2013/05/19) 

 Damascus international airport in Eastern Ghouta is closed due to conflicts on the 
nearby roads. (Al-akhbar 2013/04/30) 

Displacement 

 According to OCHA, there are 705,200 IDPs in rural Damascus, a 67% increase from 
March (over 423,000 IDPs in March were registered in March according to MoLA).  
(OCHA 2013/04/26, MoLA 2013/03/10) 

 An estimated 60% (or 90,000 refugees) have fled the Yarmouk neighbourhood. 
(UNRWA 2013/03/24) 

Needs  

 No information available 

 

Sector information 

Education:  

 Participation rates in schools in Rural Damascus are estimated at 80% of pre-conflict 
levels. Damage to infrastructure, displacement, lack of staff, overcrowding and lack of 
teaching and learning materials are all affecting education delivery. Children are 
experiencing conflict related stress and trauma. In a number of cases schools have 
been used by armed forces and groups. (UNICEF 05/03/2013) 
 

 
Protection:  

 Palestinian refugees who remain in Khan 
Al Sheih Camp, Husseiniyeh, Qabr Essit 
Camp, and Sbeineh Camp, live under direct threat of harm from the conflict while 
external flight options remain limited. Many are not able to seek safety due to the 
physical risks associated with movement. (UNRWA 2013/02/08) 

 

WASH:  

 Damage to WASH infrastructure is particularly severe in Rural Damascus and 
availability of water has decreased to one third of pre-crisis levels. (In parts of Rural 
Damascus, the lack of rubbish collection and shortage of dustbins is an increasing 
concern. (WHO 2013/04/10, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

Health:  

 Only one out of 7 hospitals in Rural Damascus is still functioning properly without 
having incurred any damage. There are still 175 health centres claimed to be working 
as well. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

Population figures Damascus 
(rural) 

2011 Gov. records 1,877,000 
2004 census  2,273,074 
Palestinian refugees >243,458 
Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need(OCHA) 1,255,900 
IDPs (OCHA) 705,200 
 
Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d , OCHA 2013/04/26, 
UNRWA 2012/12/16, UNICEF 
2012/12/07,   

Information Gaps 
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Tartous 

 

Conflict developments 

 The situation in Bayda village and Banias city in the governorate were critical in May 
as field executions and shelling took place in various Sunni regions. 

 On May 2, fierce clashes between troops and rebels erupted for the first time in the 
Sunni Muslim village Bayda in the Alawite-majority coastal region of Banias, killing 7 
soldiers and up to 50 civilians. Conflicts also took place in the village of Mirqab, as 
well as in the Sunni district of Ras Al Nabah in the port of Banias. (AFP 2013/05/02)  

 On May 3, Sunni areas of Banias were bombarded. The next day hundreds of Sunni 
families fled Banias fearing further sectarian violence after fighters loyal to 
President Bashar al-Assad killed dozens of people overnight in the Ras Al Nabah 
district of the town. (AFP 2013/05/03 Daily Star 2013/05/04) 

Humanitarian access  

 Continued clashes on the main route between Tartous and Damascus could 
significantly disrupt the movement of WFP cargo from Tartous Port to WFP’s 
warehouse in the capital city. (WFP 2013/05/10) 

Displacement 

 By April, an estimated 90,000 IDPs were residing in Tartous according to OCHA. In 
February, MoLA figures indicated that 255,000 IDPs, mostly from Aleppo and Homs in 
the governorate. It is unclear why the number of displaced has decreased significantly 
between February and April (with 65%). (OCHA 2013/04/26,MoLa 2013/03) 

 An initial wave of IDPs left Banias for Tartous City on 4 May, with the current 
expectation that thousands of others will follow amid fears of further violence. 
According to humanitarian agencies, some IDPs originating in Banias have been 
unable to cross Government checkpoints and access Tartous City. (OCHA 2013/05/06) 

 

 

Sector information 
 

Education  

 So far, over 30,000 IDP children have registered in Tartous schools, forcing school 
administrators to set up a double-shift system. Due to sustained IDP influx and 
pressures from the existing IDP population, health and education services in the 

governorate are completely overstretched and reported to be reaching breaking point. 
(OCHA 2013/05/06) 

 
Shelter 

 There are 19 communal shelters in the governorate, housing about 6,000 IDPs. 

(UNHCR 2013/05/08)The remainder are hosted by the local community or in vacant 
buildings. Some families have taken shelter in caves and ancient ruins due to the lack 
of available shelter. (MoLa 2013/03, UNICEF 2013/01/25, USAID 2013/02/19)  

  Available accommodation is dwindling and the overall situation among IDPs in 
Tartous is deteriorating. Most IDPs located in the city are renting accommodation or 
staying with host families. SARC Tartous has recently set up a tented camp. (OCHA 
2013/05/06) 

 

WASH  

 According to an assessment by UNHCR, families in communal shelters face 
considerable overcrowding and precarious water and sanitation conditions. 
 

 Many IDPs who settled in the mountainous areas do not have access to adequate 

sanitation facilities. (UNICEF 2013/01/25) 

 
Health  
 There are 6 hospitals functioning properly in Tartous. Only 1 out of 159 health centres 

is partially damaged. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 

 

 

Population figures Tartous 
2010 Gov. records 785,000 
2004 census  701,395 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 

 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 104,500 
IDPs (OCHA) 90,000 

 
Sources : GeoHives 2010, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d ,OCHA 2013/04/26, UNICEF 
2013/01/25 
 

Information Gaps 
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Legend: 
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Previous SNAP reports 
 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)                      January 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)                   February 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)            March 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II) – Summary version            April 2013 

 Baseline data Syria                      January 2013 

 Scenarios                       February 2013 

 Thematic report: Aleppo Governorate Profile             April 2013  
  

Forthcoming SNAP reports 
 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)      End June 2013 
The RAS report will be updated on a monthly basis 

 Thematic report: Livelihoods and economy in Syria                   TBC 

 Thematic report: Relief actors in Syria                     TBC 
 

Map data sources 
 

Administration: OCHA Common Operational Datasets. Oil and Gas: Lynx 
Information Systems Ltd. Infrastructure: Global Energy Observatory, OCHA, 
Global Security.  Key conflict areas: Multiple media sources. Ethnicity: GeoEPR. 

Definitions 
 

In this report the term opposition forces is used to refer to all armed groups and 
individuals engaged in armed conflict against the Syrian Government 

Methodology – This desk study presents estimations of scale, severity and likely impact of a 

disaster.  It aims to inform decision making for preparedness and emergency response and intends 
to complement and integrate assessment-related data from other agencies.  Feedback to improve 
the RAS is welcome (snap@acaps.org). 

Disclaimer – Information provided is provisional as it has not been possible to independently 

verify field reports.  As this report covers highly dynamic subject, utility of the information may 
decrease with time.  

References – ACAPS and MapAction would like to thank all organisations who have provided 

input to this report. Please note that all sources which are available online are hyperlinked 
(underlined, in brackets).  Information sourced as PI refers to personal interviews with experts. 
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http://www.acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/regional_analysis_for_syria_part_i_syria_jan_2013/146
http://www.acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/regional_analysis_for_syria_scenarios_feb_2013/152
http://www.acaps.org/en/disaster-needs-analysis
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Annex A - Definitions Humanitarian Profile 

Affected 

The number of affected refers to people affected by the violence in Syria. The 
number of affected can be divided in two groups: those non-displaced and those 
displaced. 

Non-Displaced 

The non-displaced include all those within Syria that have been, directly or 
indirectly, affected by the conflict, including those who have been injured, have 
lost access to essential services, and those whose vulnerability has increased 
due to the impact of the unrest on livelihoods and access to essential services 
(OCHA 2012/06/05). In addition, this group includes the host community, the people 
who are part of a community or family receiving affected people.  Due to the 
stress placed on the host families and communities, they are considered part of 
the humanitarian caseload.  As there is currently no information available on the 
needs of the host community, this group is currently excluded from this 
humanitarian profile. 

Displaced 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are those persons or groups of persons 
who are residing in Syria but who have been forced or obliged to flee or to leave 
their homes or places of habitual residence as a result of or in order to avoid the 
effects of armed conflict (OCHA 2004).  

Refugees and Asylum Seekers are those who owing to a well-founded fear of 

being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a 

particular social group or political opinion, is outside Syria, and is unable to, or 

owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country. 

(UN 1951) For the purpose of this document, the category ‘refugees’ includes those 

registered, awaiting registration as well as those unregistered – despite the fact 

that unregistered Syrians are technically not refugees as their refugee status has 

not been established. Within this group, the Iraqi and Palestinian refugees are in 

a specifically vulnerable position, both within Syria as outside.  

Others of Concern - Persons who have been displaced by the emergency and 
form part of the humanitarian caseload, but do not fall into either of the above 
categories (e.g. migrants, returnees). 
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